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PREFACE 
In the course of a year of graduate study at Boston University's 
School of Communications, this writer became aware of the important 
role that mass communications played in the American way of life. 
More and more the American society seemed to be a mass of people--
swayed by many influences and pressures--eager to "follow the crowd." 
But in that society there were always a few individuals, or groups, 
that refused to be swallowed up in the sea of conformity. Among the 
names of those that merited special mention in the history of broad-
casting such as "Doc" Brinkley, the radio medicine man, and Father 
Coughlin, the Fascist-inspired Catholic Priest, was the name of 
J. F. Rutherford. Having been acquainted with the organization of 
which he was president, known as Jehovah's witnesses, this writer set 
out to find what effect the use of radio by this man had upon the mass 
audience he preached to. Why did he use the radio? To what extent? 
Was his effort successful? What problems arose because the 
organization was a minority group? Why was the only remaining 
"Watchtower" station, WBBR, finally sold? These were the questions 
this writer tried to answer. 
The question of the groups being in the minority posed many 
problems which could not be discussed in this paper, because of its 
limited scope. That question could be discussed in a separate paper 
dealing with the freedom of speech in America and how and to what 
degree it has been exercised by minority groups. 
:: 
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This paper has been written with the purpose in mind of tracing 
the history of the use of radio in the preaching work of Jehovah 1 s 
' witnesses. This writer has necessarily included a brief history of 
the organization previous to the time that radio broadcasting was used. 
The writer would like to express my thanks to the following people whose' 
! cooperation made the writing of this paper possible: U. V. Glass, 
Public Relations Director, Watchtower Bible and Tract Society; Al 
Cora, station manager, WBBR; Mel Williams, Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, congregation of Jehovah's witnesses; William B. Fowler, 
also of the Cambridge congregation, who so carefully preserved every 
., 
I issue of The Golden Age, from which most of my information was 
drawn. 
Because of the lack of information from outside sources, many 
misunderstandings have arisen about Jehovah's witnesses. It is the 
writer's desire that some of these questions may be cleared up in 
the minds of the readers of this paper. If this purpose is accomplished 
in just a small degree, the many hours spent working on the paper will 
not have been in vain. 
i 
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CHAPTER I 
EARLY HISTORY OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES1 
It was a dark, quiet evening in 1870 in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, 
when the young man walking down the street heard music from a dingy 
hall in front of him. He paused for a moment. It was a dusty little 
mission house. The young lad had heard that religious services were 
conducted there, so he turned and walked in. 
The preacher was Jonas Wendell, and although his explanation 
of the scriptures was not too clear, what he said renewed the faith in 
the inspiration of the Bible of the young lad that sat and listened care-
fully. At home he again opened his well-worn Bible and began a care-
ful and systematic study of it. He became so enthusiastic about what 
he found that he approached some of his friends and told them of his 
purpose to continue his direct study of the Bible without any consider-
ation of established creeds. Thus, a young man of eighteen began a 
Bible class which was in later years to develop into a world-wide 
organization. His name--Charles Taze Russell. 
Russell was born of Scottish-Irish parents on February 16, 
1852, and was brought up in the Calvinistic doctrine to believe that 
men before birth were selected or predestined by God to spend 
1Material for this chapter was taken primarily from Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society, Qualified to Be Ministers (New York: Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Society, 1955/,pp. 297-322, and A. H. 
Macmillan, Faith ~the March (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc. 
1957), pp. 000-000. See also The Watchtower, issues of January 1, 
1955 to April 1, 1956. 
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eternity either in the joys of heaven or in the torments of hell. This 
did not seem reasonable to his inquiring mind; so at an early age he 
had begun searching for the truth. Finally he left the Presbyterian 
Church to join the Congregational Church, where he became interested 
in the Y. M. C. A. He wanted to be active rather than just sit around 
singing and listening to someone preaching on matters that were 
unreasonable, horrifying and unlike a God of love. He wanted to find 
something that would agree with the obvious attributes of the Most 
High God--love, justice, wisdom and power. So he examined all 
creeds and finally turned to an investigation of the leading Oriental 
religions, all of which left him unsatisfied. 
Left with nothing to believe, he put all his force and person-
ality into his father's business which had begun to prosper. He and 
his father had developed the idea of a chain of stores in several 
communities and eventually throughout the United States. It was 
while he was well on the way of realizing his ambition that the chance 
encounter with the basement mission hall seemed to alter the pattern 
of his entire life. 
The study group composed of Russell and about five others 
finally began to see how God expressed the attributes that he was 
looking for, They began to differentiate between the Lord as a man in 
the flesh and the Lord who would come again as a spirit being, and 
that, although present, He would be invisible. These views led 
Russell to write and publish at his own expense a booklet, The Object 
and Manner of Our Lord's Return, thousands of copies of which were 
distributed. 
3. 
In 1876 Russell read a copy of the monthly magazine The Herald 
of the Morning, published in Rochester, New York by a group headed 
by N. H. Barbour. He discovered that Barbour believed the second 
coming of Christ to be invisible also, so the two men met and Russell 
became joint editor along with Barbour for The Herald 9_f the Morning. 
In 1877 they completed a 194-page publication entitled Three Worlds£! 
Plan 9_f Redemption in which they set forth their belief that Christ's 
second presence began invisibly in the fall of 1874 and thereby commenc-
ed a forty-year ''harvest period." The book continued: 
It was in B. C. 606, that God's kingdom ended, the diadem was 
removed, and all the earth given up to the Gentiles. 2520 years 
from B. C. 606 will end in A. D. 1914, or forty years from 1874; 
and this forty years upon which we have now entered is to be 
such 'a time of trouble as never was since there was a nation.' 
And during this forty years, the kingdom of God is to be 
restored, the Gentile kingdoms broken in pieces 'like a potter's 
vessel, 1 and the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ, and the 
judgment age introduced. 1 
In 1878, however, Barbour denied the basic Bible doctrine of 
the Ransom of Christ and finally the Pittsburgh group withdrew from 
the merger that was formed to undertake a separate Bible -publishing 
work. Within a few years the Herald ceased to be published and the 
Rochester group was heard of no more. July 1, 1879, the Pittsburgh 
class published its own monthly Bible magazine, Zion's Watch Tower 
and Herald of Christ's Presence, which has since then become a 
semimonthly magazine entitled The Watchtower. 
1 Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Qualified to Be Ministers, 
(New York: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1955 );-p-:-300. 
'-··- ····-- .. 
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During the years 1879 and 1880, efforts were made to organize 
small congregations made up of Watch Tower subscribers. They were 
loosely tied together merely by accepting the leadership and pattern of 
activity of the Pittsburgh congregation, where Russell and other Watch 
Tower writers were "elders" or "presbyters." In the following year, 
an effort was made to get all Watch Tower readers, and especially 
all those who attended the congregation meetings to have a share in 
preaching about the Kingdom of Christ by distributing tracts printed 
at Pittsburgh. 
It was soon recognized that there was need for the organizing 
of a definite Society to guide and direct the growing publishing work. 
So early in 1881 Zion's Watch Tower Tract Society was established as 
an unincorporated body with Russell as its manager. In 1884 the 
Society was granted a legal charter in Pennsylvania, and in 1896 the 
corporate name was changed to its present name, Watch Tower Bible 
and Tract Society. Article II of the charter set out the general 
purpose of the organization. It said: 
The purpose for which the corporation is formed is, 
the dissemination of Bible truths in various languages by means 
of the publication of tracts, pamphlets, papers and other 
religious documents, and by the use of all other lawful means 
which its Board of Directors, duly constituted, shall deem 
expedient for the furtherance of the purpose stated. l 
In 1886 Russell became the author of a series of bound volumes 
which later became known as "Studies in the Scriptures." The first 
1lbl'd, 304 P· . 
- :r 
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·was called Millenial Dawn; Volume II, The Time~~ Hand, was re-
leased in 1889; Volume III, Thy Kingdom Corne, in 1891; Volume IV, 
The Day£.!._ Vengeance, in 1897; Volume V, At-~-rnent Between God 
and Man, in 1899; and finally Volume VI, The New Creation, in 1904. 
--- ----
C. T. Russell did not survive to fulfill his promise to be the author 
himself of a seventh volume. 
Because of the distribution work of the literature of the Watch 
Tower Society, many letters were received at the head office showing 
the reaction of those that had been called upon. Following is one dated 
1894: 
__ ............ 
Gentlemen: 
Enclosed herewith please find exchange on New York for 
the sum of $6.00 for which please send me Zion's Watch Tower 
'[rnagazinEJ one year and copies of Millennial Dawn. By way of 
explanation for ordering this amount of books, I desire to say that, 
about two months ago, two young ladies carne into my (law] office 
selling these books, I bought the three volumes, thinking that by 
so doing I was helping them out. I have since concluded that 
these ladies brought to me 'glad tidings of great joy. 1 I took the 
books horne, and thought little of them, until a few weeks ago, 
when I had some spare time, and I began reading the first 
volume, and it was so very interesting that I could not stop. The 
result is, my dear wife and myself have read these books with 
the deenest interest, and we consider it a God-send and a great 
blessing that we have had the opportunity of corning in contact 
with them. They are indeed a 'helping hand' to the study of the 
Bible. The great truths revealed in the study of this series have 
simply reversed our earthly aspirations; and realizing to some 
extent, at least, the great opportunity for doing something for 
Christ, we intend to take advantage of this opportunity in dis-
tributing these books, first, among the poor who desire to read 
them and are unable to purchase; and for that reason we desire 
these extra copies. 
1 Ibid.' p. 306. 
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Mr. Rutherford was a lawyer from Missouri, He was born in 
Boonville, Missouri, of parents who were Baptists by religion. After 
working his way through college, at the age of twenty-two he was 
admitted to the bar and began to practice law at Boonville, and still 
later served as Special Judge in the same 14th Judicial District of 
Missouri. In 1906 he entered the Pittsburgh headquarters or "Bible 
House" as the Watch Tower Society's legal adviser. In 1917 he 
became the Society's second president upon the death of Russell. 
By this time the Watch Tower Society's work had been spread 
abroad, In 1900 a branch office was set up in London, and later 
arrangements were made to begin publishing various books and 
pamphlets in German, French, Swedish, Dane-Norwegian, Polish, 
Greek and later Italian. In America clerical opposition to the 
organization began mounting because of the critical nature of the 
literature that was being passed out in front of Protestant churches on 
Sundays, Representatives of the Watch Tower Society were barred from 
preaching from the pulpits of the churches, limiting recognition of 
ordination to those of the major sects already operating theological 
schools. Because of this, Russell was ridiculed for using the 
designation "Pastor." It is interesting to note, in light of events 
which were to follow, that in 1903 a series of debates were arranged 
between Dr. E. I. Eaton, minister of the North Avenue Methodist 
Eposcopal Church, a member of the Pittsburgh ministerial alliance, 
and C, T. Russell. Six debates were held in Carnegie Hall before 
packed-out audiences each time, As a result of the debates, quite 
a nUinber of Eaton's Methodist congregation became Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 1 
The years 1909 to 1914 saw an increasing output of tracts, 
pamphlets and bound volUines running into the millions. During the 
first few months of 1914, the clergy and others ridiculed Russell 
7. 
and the Watch Tower Society because nothing seemed to happen to the 
nations as had been prophesied. But the ridicule stopped as nation 
after nation became involved in World War I. The Sunday magazine 
section of The World, a large New York newspaper, featured an 
article headlined, "End of All Kingdoms in 1914 'Millennial Dawners' 
25 Year Prophecy," which stated: 
The terrific war outbreak in Europe has fulfilled an 
extraordinary prophecy. For a quarter of a century past, 
through preachers and through press, the 'International 
Bible Students, 1 best known as 1Millennial Dawners, 1 have 
been proclaiming to the world that the Day of Wrath prophesied 
in the Bible would dawn in 1914. 'Look out for 1914~ 1 has been 
the cry of the hundreds of travelling evangelists who, represent-
ing this strange creed, have gone up and down the country 
enunciating the doctrine that 'the Kingdom of God is at hand. 1 
••• Although millions of people must have listened to these 
evangelists, ••• the average man does not know that such a 
movement as the 'Millennial Dawn' exists ••• Rev. Charles 
T. Russell is the man who has been propounding this inter-
pretation of the Scriptures since 1874 ••• 'In view of this 
strong Bible evidence, 1 Rev. Russell wrote in 1889, 'we consider 
it an established truth that the final end of the kingdoms of this 
world and the full establishment of the Kingdom of God will 
be accomplished by the end of A. D. 1914. ' •••• But to say 
that the trouble must culminate in 1914--that was peculiar •• 
• • And in 1914 comes war, the war which everybody dreaded 
but which everybody thought could not really happen. Rev. 
Russell is not saying 'I told you so; 1 and he is not revising the 
prophecies to suit the current history. He and his students are 
1Ibid, pp. 307, 308. 
~ontent to wait--to wait until October, which they figure to be 
the real end of 1914.1 
8. 
Although Russell never said that such would happen, many of 
his followers expected to go to heaven in that year. This did not occur, 
however, and many dropped out of the organization in the ensuing years, 
because of the persecution and ridicule heaped upon it. Later it was 
pointed out, however, that Russell had made a mistake, not as to the 
time, but as to where the kingdom had been established--in heaven 
instead of on earth. The disciples of Jesus had made the same 
·,mistake when he was on earth, Russell pointed out, 2 thinking Jesus 
·was going to replace the Roman government and set up his kingdom 
. right there. 
In 1916 Russell went on a preaching tour to the West. He did 
:not return alive. He died from heart disease October 31 on his train 
.en route from Los Angeles to New York, while it stopped at Pampa, 
Texas. 
It was a terrible shock to the organization to lose its leader. 
Everyone felt at a loss as to what to do. On January 6, 1917, 
J. F. Rutherford was elected president, This appointment brought 
.about an internal struggle within the organization, resulting in the 
leaving of a few of the administrators and their associates, and their 
starting organizations of their own. Only one of these groups 
1New York World, August 30, 1914, p. 4, magazine section. 
zA. H. Macmillan, Faith on~ March(New Jersey: Prentice-
Hall, Inc., 1957), p. 55. 
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remains, known as the "Associated Bible Students. "l 
In the latter half of 1917, those who stayed with the 
organization began distribution of The Finished Mystery, a seventh 
volume written to complete the "Studies in the Scriptures" series. 
This book, and tracts that followed in early 1918, stinging exposes 
of the clergy, brought about warrants issued by the United States 
District Court of the Eastern District of New York for the arrest of 
eight members of the management and editorial committee of the 
Watchtower Society. Shortly thereafter they were arraigned in the 
Federal Court and met with the indictment previously returned by the 
Grand Jury which charged them with insubordination, disloyalty 
and refusal of military duty in the armed forces while the United 
States was at war. After a fifteen-day trial, the defendants were 
found guilty and given sentences of twenty years' imprisonment in 
the federal penitentiary at Atlanta, Georgia. 
When the war suddenly ended in 1918, action was taken to 
have Rutherford and his fellow prisoners released. Finally on 
March 21, 1919, bail was granted by direction of the Supreme Court 
in Washington pending a hearing on appeal, and the eight were finally 
released from Atlanta on March 25. Their appeal case was set for 
argument April 14, and then on May 14, 1919, their convictions 
were reversed. 2 
1Ibid, p. 65. 
2Ibid, pp. 91-108. 
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Rutherford was a man of action. As soon as he and his fellow 
officers of the organization were released, their chief concern was 
for intense new activity. Rutherford was all for advancing the work 
to be done. So at a convention at Cedar Point, Ohio, in September 
of 1919, announcement was made of the release of a new magazine 
as a companion to~ Watch Tower, which was to be published 
twice a month and which was to be called~ Golden~· It was 
outlined that the "duty and privilege" of all associated with the 
organization was "to announce to the world the corning of the Golden 
Age" with the aid of the magazine.! So the idea began to take hold 
that there was work to be done, that they were not going to stand 
around and wait to go to heaven. Their commission became even 
clearer at another convention in Cedar Point, September 5 to 13, 1922, 
when Rutherford delivered the stirring words: 
• •• •The importance of the message of the kingdom cannot 
be overstated• It is the message of all messages• It is the 
message of the hour. It is incumbent upon those who are the 
Lord's to declare it. The kingdom of heaven is at hand; the 
King reigns~ You are his publicity agents• Therefore advertise, 
advertise, advertise, the King and his kingdom! 2 
The idea was to reach as many people with the message as 
possible. The method of talking to the people personally by 
preaching from house-to-house as J'esus did proved to be quite 
successful. The quarters at 124 Columbia Heights in New York 
1Ibid.' p. 74. 
-
2Ibid., p. 119. 
11~ 
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proved to be insufficient, so the Society expanded to 35 Myrtle Avenue 
where they installed a large printing press to print Th!: Golden~ 
and then to 18 Concord Street where they occupied four stories~ But 
the work kept expanding. Finally an eight-story printing plant was 
erected on ground purchased at 117 Ada.Ins Street~ In 1937 a four-
story addition was made and in 1949 a nine-story annex was built. 
In 1956 a completely new thirteen-story building was constructed 
across the street that doubled all of these facilities up to that time. 1 
As was previously stated, Rutherford was not only outspoken, 
but his idea was to reach as many people as possible. After he 
clearly saw that this message was- a world-wide one, and that it 
must be proclaimed to all nations of the earth, he was endeavoring 
to find some means whereby this could be done effectively and 
quickly. The number of the organi,..ation at the time was so small 
that Rutherford thoUght the personal house-to-house calls should be 
augmented~ Being aware of what was going on in the world about 
him, Rutherford reali:l.ed that this means of augmentation was 
available. 
1Ibid., pp~ 120, 121. 
CHAPTER II 
EARLY HISTORY OF WBBR 
Twenty-five years after Charles Taze Russell organized his 
first Bible class, Guglielmo Marconi, in 1895 succeeded in trans-
mitting a message by wireless across his father's estate in Bologne, 
Italy. Two years later he organized a British company for wireless 
point-to-point and ship-to-shore communication, later known as the 
Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company, Ltd.1 This was the purpose 
radio served until 1907 when Dr. Lee De Forest succeeded in trans-
mitting the voice of Madame Eugenia Farrar, a young Swedish concert 
singer, over the apparatus assembled in his New York laboratory. 2 
On November 2, 1920, having sold a good many sets in anticipation 
of the event, the Westinghouse Company broadcast the Harding-Cox 
election returns over station KDKA, Pittsburgh. From then on, 
radio broadcasting began to take the form that it has today by 
broadcasting .everything from phonograph records to boxing matches. 
In January, 1921, KDKA broadcast the first "Church of the Air."3 
Licenses to operate a broadcasting station at that time were 
acquired from the Department of Commerce. ln January of 1922 
1 Llewellyn White, The American Radio (Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 1947), p. 11. 
2Francis Chase, Jr., Sound and Fury (New York: Harper 
and Brothers, 1942), p. 2. 
3Wh·t . 11 13 1 e, ~· ..s.:t., pp. - • 
=-:---. 
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the files of Commerce Secretary Hoover showed he had issued thirty 
licenses. By November of that year, the number of licensed stations 
grew to 556, 1 In February 19Z2, Hoover stated that the "department 
estimates that today over 600,000 (one estimate being 1, 000, 000) 
persons possess wireless telephone receiving sets, whereas there 
were less than 50, 000 such sets a year ago. " 2 The radio was be-
coming a part of American life. It was a means of bringing news and 
important events to listeners throughout the country, To J. F. 
Rutherford, the most important message in the world was the message 
of the kingdom. 
In 1922 the practicality of using radio for his evangelical 
work was first recognized. New York City being America's great 
metropolis, with millions of people residing in the city and in 
surrounding cities of New Jersey and New England, it was the logical 
place for a radio site. Also, located in the Borough of Brooklyn was 
the central office and printery of the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society, Inc., the legal entity that would build the station. 
On staten Island, south of Manhattan, late in 1922, Rutherford 
and a few of his adviaers took claim to some twenty-four acres as the 
location for the Watchtower Society's first radio station. The plot 
was a high point on the island, more than a hundred feet above sea 
level, Driveways were constructed from Woodrow Road to the site, 
11bid,, p. 13. 
2Laurence F. Schmeckebier, The Federal Radio Commission, 
(Washington: The Brookings InatitutioD:;-1932), p. 4. 
14 • 
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some 500 feet away. Trees were cleared, swamps were filled in and 
land was leveled off. Workers soon erected a large, twenty-two room, 
stucco-finished, two-story frame dwelling house to shelter the oper-
ating and programming personnel. A power house for transmitting 
equipment was also constructed. On April 23, 1923, permission was 
obtained from the Federal Radio Commission to broadcast on the 
660 kilocycle wave length. 1 
In the summer of 1923, Rutherford wrote a confidential letter 
to Ralph H. Leffler, who, at the time, was teaching radio engineering 
to high school seniors in Alliance, Ohio. He had heard about the work 
of the Watchtower Society in 1896, and became a dedicated follower in 
1908. Like thousands of others of his time, he became interested in 
radio as a hobby and he started an amateur radio station in 1915. In 
the letter to Mr. Leffler, Rutherford said the organization was 
building a radio station, and he asked Leffler if he would take charge 
of the operation. When Leffler arrived in New York in October, the 
house and transmitting equipment on Staten Island were already under 
. 2 
constructton. 
In that month, an article appeared in The Golden ~ written 
by Mr. Leffler, in which he discussed the discovery and basic 
principles of radio. 3 He concluded the article with the thought that 
1
"WBBR Lifts Up Its Voice," The Watchtower, LXIX 
(July 1, 1948), pp. 204, 205. -
2 Statements by Ralph Leffler, personal interview, Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society, 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New York, 
May 4, 1957. 
~n~===rtoct~:;~#;-1W1;;>P?f:f Radio Telep~()Jl~ "The Golden~~L __ _ 
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radio was expected to play an important part in the fulfilling of the 
prophecy written by Isaiah: 
And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his path: for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.! 
In 19Z4, Leffler took a position at WJZ in New York to learn 
more about the business of radio broadcasting. He began at the 
controls, then did remote broadcasts, programming and any other job 
he could do. In February of that year, Rutherford sent Leffler to 
Staten Island to see how the station was progressing. Work was going 
rather slowly, so Rutherford told Leffler to take charge of the 
operation. The power supply and control panel for the generator had 
been completed. Leffler then purchased a home-made transmitter 
for approximately $3,000 which he re-vamped and rewired to suit 
the purpose in mind. Z 
By March construction was well under way. The 500-watt 
transmitter that was being used only until a larger one would be made 
available was licensed as Class A equipment to operate on the Z44 
wave length, instead of 660 as was assigned when the license was 
first obtained. Its call letters were to be WBBR, Two wood antenna 
.. -·masts were built ZOO feet high and 300 feet apart. Mr. Leffler was in 
1Isaiah z: 3. 
2Statements by Ralph Leffler, personal interview. 
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charge of the station, and Mr. L. T. Cohen was the manager of broad-
casting. The statement of purpose was as follows: 
The purpose of this station is entirely educational. It 
will broadcast scientific news, news of inventions, matters of 
political interest, musical programs, both instrumental and 
vocal, readings on diet, health, hygiene, etc., general 
reports on world news, Bible instruction, Bible questions and 
answers, and featuring especially Bible lectures by Judge 
Rutherford, the President of the Association, and a number of 
his associates, who for some time have been lecturers of the 
International Bible Students Association. 1 
An invitation was extended to any educational institution that 
desired to broadcast to use the station from time to time. Listeners 
were asked to write a card or letter to WBBR reporting the efficiency 
of the station and quality of reception, The station was scheduled to go 
on the air Sunday evening, February 24, 1924, from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
and each evening thereafter, and on Sunday afternoons thereafter, 
between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. 2 The studio was located in the attic of 
the beautiful residence that was now completed. The residence was 
known as "Watchtower," that being English for the Hebrew word 
Mizpeh, which really means a place from which the truth is sent 
forth. 3 The studio was connected with the transmitter some 150 feet 
away by underground circuits. The first microphone was identical 
to an ordinary desk stand telephone of that day. 4 
111A New Radio Station," The Golden Age, V (March 12, 1924), 
p. 355. 
2Ibid. 
311 Broadcasting the Truth, "• The Golden Age, V (March 26, 
1924), p. 387. 
f""t 4 "WBBR Lifts Up Its Voice,"~· cit,, p. 205. 
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Putting a radio station on the air is no simple matter even 
today. But even though still in the pioneering years of radio broad-
casting, WBBR went on the air at 8:30p.m., Sunday, February 24, 
1924, as scheduled. Although many of the early programs on radio 
consisted of classical music selections, the opening program of 
WBBR was unique, and quite different from what we hear today: 
-*""' -- - ·-
Piano Solos . ................ Prof. L. W. Jackson 
(a) Minuet in G (Paderewski) 
(b) Soaring (Schumann) 
Duet .••••.••••• Mr. F. W. Franz and Mrs. Cora C. Wellnnan 
"Hold Thou My Hand" (Briggs) 
Solos. . ................. Mrs. Cora C. Wellman 
(a) "The Ninety and Nine" (Edward Campion) 
(b) "The Lord is My Shepherd" (Helen Hopekirk) 
(c) "Just as I Am" (E. Cutter, Jr.) 
Solo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...• Prof. John T. Read 
"How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings" (Liddle) 
Solo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Dorothy Cooke 
Solo. 
"Hear Ye, Israel" (Mendelssohn) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"The Penitent" (Van de Water) 
Congregational Song 
"Blessed Bible 11 
Mr. F. W. Franz 
U cture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. F. Rutherford 
"Radio and Divine Prophecy" 
I. B.S. A. Hawaiian Trio. . . . . . . . . Messrs. M. A. 
Howlett, Eric Howlett and R. F. Knight 
(a) "Kilima" 
(b) Selection 
Solo . .................... Miss Dorothy Cooke 
"Oh, Dry Those Tears" (Teresa Del Rigo) 
Solos. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prof. John T. Read 
(a) "Jehovah Guide Us" )(Mozart) 
(b) "Jesus Lover of My Soul" (Tours) 
Solo . .................... Mrs. Cora C. Wellman 
"How Beautiful Upon the Mountains" (Harker) 
Congregational Song 1 
"All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name" 
!"Broadcasting the Truth,"~· cit., p. 387. 
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In his first lecture over WBBR, Rutherford echoed the words 
of Mr. Leffler by saying: "Broadcasting the voice by means of radio 
is one of the marvels of the age. It is a fulfillment of divine prophecy." 
Therefore he felt credit for the radio should be given to "The Great 
First Cause, who made radio possible." As another scripture fore-
telling the coming of radio, he quoted God's words to Job: "Canst 
thou send lightnings, that they may go, and say unto thee, Here we 
are ?" 1 He then spoke of the many other prophecies being fulfilled 
and then gave the dedication statement: 
This station is dedicated to the interests of the kingdom 
of the Messiah. It is for the welfare of the common people •.• 
Since the Lord has permitted the radio to come to light at this time, 
it is surely his good pleasure that it should be used to teach the 
people concerning the fulfillment of his great prophecies, and 
that this teaching should be without money and without price. 2 
After bringing out that this was the "time of the end" and 
consequently there was a need for Bible study, he continued: 
The Lord declared that the time would come when his 
message should be poured out upon the air. This prophecy 
must have a fulfillment. The radio seems to have met this 
requirement. 3 
He then outlined the subjects of his talks for the next few 
weeks as follows: 
(1) The Creation of Man. 
(2) Why men have suffered and died. 
(3) The great promise to bless mankind. 
1 Job 38:35. 
2
"Broadcasting the Truth,"~·~·, p. 390. 
3Ibid •• p. 391. 
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(4) Redemption and deliverence provided. 
(5) The preparation for a desirable government. 
(6) The passing away of the old and selfish order. 
19. 
(7) The establishment of a new and desirable condition of society. 
(8.) Who will constitute the righteous rulers. 
(9) The blessings of life, liberty and happiness granted to man. 
(10) Edenic paradise established in the earth. 1 
This, in essence, was the message that Russell found from 
studying the Bible. This was the message that Rutherford wanted to 
proclaim throughout the entire world. It appeared as though he had a 
good start, when we take into account the territory covered by that 
first broadcast. In these early days of broadcasting, the stations 
were not under Federal regulation in the same manner as they are 
today, and so there was a rush to get as many stations on the air with 
as much power as possible. This brought about a problem of inter-
ference which will be discussed later (see Chapter Ill). But in answer 
to the request of the Watch Tower Society for listeners to write in 
cards or letters concerning the quality of reception of the station, mail 
poured in from all parts of the eastern seaboard and as far west as 
Warsaw, Indiana: 
Your first announcement came in fairly clear about 
7:30 Central Time. 2 
read: 
Another letter dated Wadsworth, Ohio, February 25, 1924 
1Ibid •• p. 392. 
2Ibid., p. 392. 
~===~~~---·-··········-
..... 
20. 
After coming home from class meeting last evening, we 
tuned in at 10:30 and received the last two numbers on your 
program. The solos were clear and distinct, as was also the 
announcer's voice, but not very loud. We are using a Three-
tube Wisard Miloplex circuit. We were bothered somewhat by 
interference. 1 
From Bayonne, New Jersey, came: 
Your programs are sensible; the first of its kind I have 
ever heard. 2 
And from Albany, Georgia: 
We tuned in WBBR last night, but had no success on 
account of interferences with several stations using the same 
wave length. We used a Westinghouse RC old model, WD 11 
dry cell tubes, and were able to get you on the detector alone. 
I also had an acquaintance at Monticello, Florida, tune you in; 3 
and he said he got you very well, using a General Electric set. 
From New York to Ohio, from New Jersey to Florida, the 
voice of WBBR was heard. Literally, the message of the kingdom 
was "poured out upon the air." But this was only the beginning. 
By 1925 the Watchtower Society also owned WORD in Batavia, 
Illinois, operating on the 275 meter band, broadcasting on Sundays 
from 7 to 8 p.m. and on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 
8 to 9 pm. In addition thereto, the organization was broadcasting 
regularly from WGI in Medford Hillside, Massachusetts, Sunday 
and Thursday evenings; KFKB, Milford, Kansas, and KNX, Los 
Angdes, California on Sunday evenings; CHUG, Saskatoon, Sask., 
Canada on Sunday, Monday and Wednesday evenings. Thousands who 
1 Ibid. 
2Ibid. 
3Ibid .• p. 393 • 
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had been influenced by their religious leaders not to attend the meet-
. ings of the Bible Students were listening to Rutherford's message of the 
:kingdom via the radio and asking for literature as a result of hearing 
·the lectures. Evidence of this was found in the many letters received 
·by the Watchtower Society, a few of which are reproduced here: 
Our little town of approximately 12, 000 inhabitants is mostly 
Catholic; and we had very little success in spreading the truth 
before WBBR came on the air. Lately almost every home has 
a receiving set; and it seems that all the people know the I. B, S. A., 
and many are very much interested in the good news that comes 
from Staten Island. • •• Some time ago while at work a man spoke 
about his receiving set: 'I have a good set, but there is one station 
that I cannot tune out, and that is WBBR on Staten Island. 1 I 
then asked him what he was going to do about it. So he said: 
'Well, I tried my best; but I can hear him just as loudly as any 
other station. So my wife and I decided to listen in on WBBR, and 
ever since that night we enjoy their programs even better than 
others. '--0. S., Cartaret, New Jersey.! 
For the past two months we have been receiving your programs, 
which we have enjoyed immensely •.•• Surely this is the most 
wonderful method that the Lord has used to spread the message 
of the kingdom. We personally know of several people in this 
town who get your station, but who would never dream of going 
to a public witness here. Also some of our own relatives listen 
in, although they have been much opposed to the truth. --J. A. M., 
Truro, Nova Scotia. 2 
I am a Catholic, but at the same time a Bible student. Therefore, 
having heard some of your lectures over Radio Station WBBR, I 
have become very much interested. I would appreciate if you 
would send me some of your literature, which I can assure you will 
receive my earnest study. --F. W. M., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
(Upon receipt of this letter a Bible Student made a personal 
call on the interested gentleman, and left a complete set of eight 
volumes with three booklets for examination. A few days later 
another letter was received, requesting another call. )3 
1
"Radio Reports," The Gdden Age, VI (April 8, 1925), 
pp. 439, 440. 
2Ibid., p. 440. 
3Ibid. ' p. 441. 
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Gentlemen: 
After hearing the lecture Sunday by Judge Rutherford, I 
felt that I must sit down and write how wonderful it was to me, 
better than anything else I know of on earth. I was very thankful 
that I had the pleasure of hearing him. His words are on my mind 
night and day. The message guides me aright and is the only thing 
that makes me happy. God bless that station WBBR! It has 
meant more to me than anything else on earth. I also enjoy the 
music and singing, and thank you all. 
C. B. --Keyport, N. J. 1 
By this time WBBR had increased its power to 1, 000 watts. 
WORD, however, went on the air sending forth a signal of 2, 000 watts. 
With such power, WORD was receiving letters from radio enthusiasts 
like these: 
I received your program on loud speaker with five-tube neutrodyne 
very clear and fine, especially Choral Singers and lecture by 
Judge Rutherford •••• I write you this, as I believe this is good 
reception when you are 2, 700 miles away. --C. F. D., Dadsbury, 
Alberta, Canada. 
On December 25th we listened to your test program, which came 
in wonderfully clear and strong on our loud speaker. I think that 
I had you once before, on December 18th •••• We are 150 miles 
from Bering Sea on the lower Yukon River, and forty miles from 
any other white folks save us three, husband, seven-year-old son 
and myself. So you can see what a wonderful thing the radio is 
to us. We have a 5-tube Neutrodyne and a Rolla loud speaker. The 
eskimos gather in the schoolroom and listen to the music we re-
ceive from the States. Thanking you for the part you take in making 
our life worth while, and assuring you that we will be hunting for 
you again when you are on the air, I am 
Yours very truly, 
Mrs. Inez E. Moore 2 Pilot Station, Alaska. 
l"Radio Reports," The Golden Age, VI (December 16, 1925), 
p. 180. 
2
"Radio Reports," The Golden~ VI (April 8, 1925), p. 441. 
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Letters were also received from the Canal Zone in Central 
America; Southport, England; Colon, Cuba; California, Washington, 
Guatemala, Puerto Rico, Costa Rica, the Virgin Islands, and British 
·Guiana. 1 The radio was serving the purpose that Rutherford had 
anticipated: to supplement the personal house-to-house preaching of 
. the Bible Students. But this was still only the beginning. Greater 
things were to come. 
--.. -. ---~---·-....,-----
CHAPTER ID 
"THE WATCHTOWER NETWORK" 
The need for regulation of radio broadcasting was mentioned 
earlier in this paper. The basis for government regulation was the 
Radio Act of 1912. The main provisions were as follows: 
Every station must be licensed. 
Every operator must be licensed. 
The frequencies must be more than 600 meters or less than 
1600.1 
·The administration of the act was placed in the hands of the Secretary 
:of Commerce and Labor (Secretary of Commerce after March 4, 1913). 
With the increase in the number of broadcasting stations after 1921, the 
government was quick to see what would result from unrestricted use 
.of radio, and in February, 1922, the Secretary of Commerce called the 
First Conference of representatives of all branches of the radio industry, 
and assigned three frequencies for radio broadcasting. 2 At the Second 
Conference in March, 1923, Secretary of Commerce Hoover stated: 
..,Public broadcasting has practically been limited to two wave-lengths, 
.and I need not dilate to you on the amount of interference there is and 
the jeopardy in which the whole development of the act stands. ,3 
1Radio ~of 1912. U. S., Statutes at Large, XXXVII, 302. 
2 Laurence F. Schmeckebier, The Federal Radio Commission 
·(Washington: The Brookings Institution;-1932), p. 4. 
3New York Times, March 21, 1923, p. 18, col. l. 
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The Conference found that "a new field extending from 222 to 545 
meters" could be used for broadcasting, with each station having its 
. own wave-length. 1 (The present classification of wave-lengths is 
expressed in kilocycles rather than meters.) As a result of the 
conference also, stations were divided into the following classifications: 
Class A--500 watts or under; assigned wave-length between 
222 and 300 meters. 
Class B--not less than 500 watts or more than 1000 watts; 
assigned wave -length between 300 and 345 meters and between 375 
·and 545 meters. 
Class C--included all those stations licensed at that time to use 
360 meters. 2 
Thus when WBBR first went on the air with its 500-watt trans-
mitter, it was assigned the wave-length of 244 meters as a Class A 
station. Later, when its power was increased to 1000 watts, it fell 
into the Class B category and was assigned the wave -length of 
416.4 meters. 3 
When the Third National Radio Conference met in October, 1924, 
the number of Class B stations had increased to 57. There were only 
llbid., March 25, 1923, I, pt. 2, p. 5, col. 6. 
2Schmekebier, £E.· cit., pp. 6, 7, citing Radio Service 
iBulletin, May 1, 1923, p. -rf:""" 
31927 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (New York: Watch 
Tower B'i'EiT<land Tract SOciety, 1926), p. 30. 
26. 
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:. 44 available wave bands, so the problem of interference became even 
greater. It was suggested that the band be broadened so that all the 
stations could be accomodated. 1 Judge Rutherford, representing 
WBBR, addressed the conference on the importance of radio as a 
medium of education. He quoted the words of Hoover on this matter: 
"An obligation rests upon us to see that radio is developed to a real 
service, and to develop the material that is transmitted into that 
which is really worthwhile. 11 2 He then gave a brief description of 
. WBBR and its purpose, and recommended that the government increase 
the power limitation of class B stations from 1, 000 watts to 2, 000 
.watts. He felt that it was neither fair nor just that a station have ex-
elusive and unlimited control of the wave length under which it was 
licensed to operate, and suggested that even four stations within the same 
district using the same wave length could divide the time that each would 
be on the air. He added that special arrangements could be made for 
',events of national importance. He felt that an applicant for a license 
'I should state the nature of programs planning to be broadcast and that 
stations should advertise programs ahead of time so listeners \\Ould 
not have to spend so much time looking for something de sir able. He 
1
Schmekebier, ~· cit., pp. 7, 8. 
2
"Important Radio Conference at Washington," The Golden Age, 
VI {November 19, 1924), p. 108. 
" 
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'.concluded with the statement again that radio was the fulfillment of 
,'divine prophecy--the only address at the Conference that called 
.•attention to that belief. 1 1925 brought about an increase in power and 
.the number of powerful stations. 2 As we mentioned earlier, the Watch 
·Tower station in Batavia, Illinois, WORD, went on the air with 2, 000 
watts power. 
In 1926, however, the United States Court for-the Northern 
District of Illinois in the case of United States vs. Zenith Radio 
Corporation held that the Radio Act of 1912 had not given regulatory 
powers to the Secretary of Commerce, so on February 23, 1927, the 
President approved a bill which created the Federal Radio Commission. 3 
·One of the provisions of the act was that in order to receive a license 
or renew an expired license, not only was it necessary for the applicant 
to comply with the law regarding the issuance of licenses but it now 
must prove to the satisfaction of the Commission that present, or 
. contemplated, operation would serve the "public interest, convenience, 
or necessity." The purpose of this provision was that it enabled the 
commission to see that the limited number of radio channels would be 
.used by those best fitted to serve the public. 4 
1 Ibid •• p. 110. 
2Schmekebier, op. cit., p. 9. 
3Ibid •• pp. 12-15. 
4James M. Herring and Gerald C. Gross, Telecommunications, 
Economics and Regulation (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1936), p. 250. 
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The first action of the Commission affecting broadcasting 
stations was in ordering the reallocation of the frequencies of all 
existing stations in an attempt to straighten out the interference 
.. problem. Most of the broadcasters were willing to try the new 
allocations, but fifteen stations made formal protest and applied for 
a change in frequency or power. A hearing was held on each protest, 
and the Commission denied eleven applications, granted two in full, 
and granted two in part. The result of the hearing for June 14 was: 
WBBR, Assigned 1, 170 kilocycles (256 meters), sought 
660 kilocycles (416.4 meters). Denied. I 
Judge Rutherford and some of his collegues had gone to 
Washington to present their claims to broadcast on the frequency of 
660 kilocycles, the wave length originally assigned for WBBR when it 
. first received its broadcast license in 1923. He told the Commission 
that the 1, 170 kilocycle assignment for his station was inadequate and 
that its programs were of greater public importance than those of 
WJZ, the station that was assigned to operate on the 660 k. c. wave 
length. He also charged that the National Broadcasting Company, 
•which operated WJZ, was in combination with other interests to 
control broadcasting in America. 2 N. B. C. had forty-eight stations 
in its Red and Blue networks, and had been charged with operating a 
. .monopoly. 
3 
In the network field, it had, at that time, no rival • 
1Federal Radio Commission, Annual Report, 1927, pp. 11, 12. 
2
"Rutherford Protests to Radio 
Times, June 15, 1927, p. 32, col. 2. 
Commission," The New York 
--· "_"3T.lurelllm _Wbi+e The American Padia.{Ghicage:~heJ1zti ezalty.c~-~~~ 
!.of Chicago Press, 1947), pp. 31, 35. 
=--- ============·"~~~-~·---·· 
Here are some excerpts from Rutherford's twenty-page closing 
'argument: 
When WBBR began to operate we were tenth in the list of 
those licenses in the New York Metropolitan area. Today, after 
being on the air for three and one-half years, we are twenty-fifth 
on the list of those allocated wave lengths of advantage. I want 
to call attention here to this, which is of far more interest than 
merely one case that is being heard by the Commission. There 
has been a growing tendency in this country for a long while to 
concentrate all the power in the hands of a few. I am not alone 
in that thought by any means; many public men have so stated, 
and all of us know that it is true. 
Special interests have been diligent in having laws enacted 
for their special and selfish benefit in this land. They have not 
always succeeded in this, however. The difficulty is not so often 
with the law but in the interpretation and administration of that 
law. For some time there has been a concentration of money 
power in this land to control every business and every public 
interest. The predatory wealth controls the banks, the public 
press and the transportation systems; and now it is reaching its 
octopus arms out to control the air. It says to the people in 
effect: 'We will take the air and do with it what we please. We will 
make all the money out of it we can and then give you what we do 
not want.' 
Above all, the air belongs to Jehovah God, and the use of 
it by the radio also belongs to Him. He has provided it for the 
people that they might know His name and plan. He has brought 
it to light just at this time for the purpose of having the message 
of his kingdom told to the people. He will have it done regardless 
of any opposition. 1 
He then stated that there was a lack on the part of the clergy 
,to preach the Bible, and "That is my only reason for wanting to get 
this message to the people. I am not trying to get joiners or to get 
,tnoney. It is purely educational and to get the people back to that 
which they had when this nation was first established. " 2 
1 
"The Day of God at Toronto," The Golden Age, VIII 
(September 7, 1927), p. 772. 
2Ibid.' p. 773 . 
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The following day, Merlin Hall Aylesworth, president of 
N. B. C. (the son of a minister) testified before the Commission as a 
witness for WJZ in its objection to the WBBR application to share time 
on the 660 wave length. His testimony was intended to show the 
general character of service rendered by WJZ. As part of what is now 
called "public interest" programming, he told of the music shows that 
were being planned, and the "University of the Air" which was to be 
broadcast over his network. Then, 
Turning to J. F. Rutherford of WBBR, Mr. Aylesworth 
told him if he wanted to give his lecture of Bible topics as he had 
given it to the Commission yesterday, 'I would give him consent 
immediately. 1 Rutherford followed this up by negotiating for a 
hook-up July 24. 1 
The following is a transcript of the negotiation at the hearing, 
with Mr. Aylesworth answering Rutherford's questions: 
A. We try to supply everything in the amount of time available. 
Q. In the time available? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But you select the things you supply? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And do you seleCt what you think will supply the public demand 
of the people? 
A. We hope so. 
Q. Now, if you were convinced that the great Creator of the 
Universe, Jehovah God, had a message to deliver to the 
people of America, you would be just as anxious to deliver 
that message? 
A. Yes; just as I do want to let the people get yours. 
Q. Then I will ask you direct, Is it possible to arrange an hour 
in the very near future? 
A. Any time you want. 
Q. Then I ask you to make it definite for July 24th. 
A. So far as I know that is fine, I haven't a program with me. 
How about that, Mr. Me Clelland? 
1
"Deficit of $800,000 on Radio Programs," The New York 
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Mr. Me Clelland: I think that is all right. 
The Witness: However, we will try to arrange it for that time, even 
if we have a program on. 
By Judge Rutherford: 
Q. We will try that. I have an engagement to deliver a message 
at that time. 
A. I am glad to do it. I am very serious about it. 
Q. Very fine. Would you indicate at this time what would be the 
cost to our association? 
A. Th.ere will be no cost to you, Sir. 1 
As it was, N. B. C. did have a program scheduled for the time 
promised to Rutherford. It was the regularly scheduled broadcast of 
The Greater New York Federation of Churches. The Federation, 
however, at the request of N. B. C., obligingly cancelled its two 
,scheduled programs. It made a public statement that the Rutherford 
broadcast had nothing to do with the Federation because of the "un-
warranted attack" made by Rutherford upon all religions. 2 
The New York Times reported that "During the hearing 
President Merlin H. Aylesworth of the N. B. C. invited [italics mine] 
.Judge Rutherford to speak over the Company's network" and 
3 Rutherford accepted. The New York World, however, reported the 
negotiation as follows: 
1
"Hearing Before the Federal Radio Commission in the Con-
ference Room of the Department of Commerce in re: Application of 
,Station WBBR," the official report of the hearing made by the firm of 
Hart, Dice and Carlson, short-hand reporters, 416 Fifth .Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., pp. 283, 284, from private files of WBBR. 
2
"Church Federation Loses Sunday Radio," New ~ Times, 
,July 20, 1927, p. 28, col. 2. 
3Ibid. 
" 
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An angry dare and its hasty acceptance at a hearing before 
the Federal Radio Commission a month ago has resulted in 
supplanting the regular Sunday afternoon interdenominational 
service of the Greater New York Federation of Churches, which 
was to be broadcast from WEAF next Sunday, with an address by 
Joseph F. Rutherford, long anathema to conservative clergymen. 
'I dare you to let me speak from your station,' shouted 
Rutherford. 
'You may speak, Sir, for one hour on any day and at any 
hour you may select,' responded Aylesworth angrily. 
'All right,' said Rutherford quickly, 'I choose 3 p. m. 
Sunday, July 24th, next.' 
'That will be arranged,' said Aylesworth •••. 
Recently Mr. Aylesworth learned that Mr. Rutherford 
forgetting or intending to decline the opportunity furnished him, 
had agreed to attend the convention of the association of which he 
is president in Toronto, Canada. It became Mr. Aylesworth's 
turn to show the evangelist his bluff could not be called. 1 
This was just the beginning of the sort of publicity that 
Rutherford was to receive. But such stories were not to stop the 
preaching of Rutherford. He was about to launch one of the greatest 
'events of that time. 
It rained all day, July 23rd, 1927, the day before Rutherford 
was scheduled to broadcast his lecture, "Freedom for the Peoples." 
)twas the principal address to be given at the convention of Bible 
Students held at Toronto, Canada. Fifty-three stations were connected 
by telephone wire to form what was known as "Chain broadcasting." 
The auditorium from which the lecture was given was connected to the 
central station of the N. B. C. network, WEAF, in New Yo~ and from 
1 "The Day of God at Toronto,"~ cit., p. 773, citing the 
,'New York World, July 20, 1927. 
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there, sent out to all the stations in the network, the Watchtower's 
two stations and several Canadian stations. It was also sent out by 
· shortwave and re-broadcast from stations in England and Australia. 
Rutherford's voice was heard as clearly by the thousands of 
radio listeners from Maine to California and Canada to Mexico as by 
the 11, 000 people in the auditorium in Toronto. N. B. C. preceded 
and followed the lecture with music originating from New York. The 
well-known and beloved "dean of announcers," Graham McNamee 
. introduced the broadcast from New York, and after a brief introduction 
by Robert J. Martin, an associate of the Watchtower Society, Rutherford 
began his address. He was interrupted from time to time by applause 
from the audience in the auditorium, and so Rutherford begged them 
to remain silent while he talked to the far greater audience which was 
unseen, 
1 the greatest audience ever addressed by man. 2 A report 
of the convention, published by the Watchtower Society, called The 
Messenger, told of the event under the headline, "Judge Rutherford 
1 
"The Day of God at Toronto, II The Golden Age, vm 
(September 7, 1927), p. 775. 
2some chain broadcasts and the number of stations linked 
previous to Rutherford's broadcast included the Fourth Annual Radio 
·Industries dinner on September 21, 1927, forty-five stations; reception 
to Colonel Lindbergh on June 11, 1927, in the Yankee Stadium, fifty-
two stations; Washington's Birthday speech by President Coolidge in 
1927, forty-two stations; Buick broadcast on July 23, 1927, forty-
eight stations; Tunney-Heeney battle, forty-three stations. "Rutherford 
,·Gets Biggest Radio Net," New York Times, July 31, 1928, p. 24, 
col. 2. --
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Worle World, The First Time in History That Any 
" 
Addressing the 
Lecturer Has Ever Talked to All Parts of the Earth." It stated in the 
text: ":Nothing could more plainly demonstrate the hand of God than 
the wonderful way in which this seemingly impossible thing was 
brought about. All things are easy for God. "1 
It was estimated that there were six million receiving sets in 
the area served by the broadcast. In numerous places large gatherings 
of Bible Students were assembled in halls, while others gathered in 
private homes. It was estimated that the audience ranged from 50 to 
75 million persons. The effects of the broadcast could not be 
established immediately, but reports from all parts of the country to 
the Society were that it broke down a tremendous amount of prejudice 
and opened the homes of a great many, who, before, were not willing 
to listen to the message of the Bible Students. 2 
The following year brought two more nation-wide broadcasts. 
The first, on May 13, 1928, originated from WGY, Schenectady, N:ew 
York and linked 51 stations together. Rutherford delivered the 
lecture from a theater at Albany, N:ew York. WGY also broadcast a 
short-wave signal and reports were that the lecture was plainly 
heard in Scotland and portions of Continental Europe. The second 
l"The Day of God at Toronto,"~· cit., pp. 775, 776. 
21927 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (N:ew York: Watch-
tower Bf6Ieand Tract society, 1926), pp. 30-36. 
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was from State Fair Grounds Auditorium, Detroit, Michigan, August 
5, 1928. The lecture "Ruler for the People" was delivered at the 
convention held there. One hundred and seven stations simultaneously 
broadca.st the lecture throughout the United States and Canada. By 
the end of the year five million copies of a booklet containing the 
speech had been distributed in English, along with many other 
languages. The following morning the lecture was broadcast by 
short wave from WGY to New Zealand and Australia, where there 
was fair reception. It wa.s also heard in different parts of South 
America, the Canal Zone, and islands of the sea. The cost of the 
broadcast, by the way, was all contributed by associates of the Watch 
Tower Society throughout the land. 1 
The New York Times said of the broadcast: 
The most extensive and expensive radio hook-up in 
history has been arranged for Judge Joseph F. Rutherford, 
one-time Missouri lawyer who turned evangelical preacher, 
according to announcement yesterday from his headquarters 
in Brooklyn. 
The radio network ordered by the lay preacher exceeds 
even those set up for the President, or for any new news event. 
The cost could not be ascertained yesterday, but a hint of it lay 
in the fact that the use of forty-seven stations for an hour cost 
the Dodge Motor Car Company $42, 000 early in January. 
There are to be ninety-six stations in the Rutherford 
connection, and the time to be used will be an hour and a. half. 
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Last year the convention was held in Toronto and the former 
Judge, who penned the slogan, "Millions Now Living Will Never 
Die, 11 mobilized what was then the largest radio hook-up. He 
had fifty-three stations in line. 2 
11928 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses {New York: Watch-
tower B:ll>Ieand Tract Society, 1927), pp. 27, 28. 
211Rutherford Gets ~iggest Rad~o __ Nej:t ''_NewYork Times._ 
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The Ypsilanti Press said in an editorial: 
It is a remarkable fact that the biggest radio hook-up yet 
accomplished, reaching the largest numbe.r of people, is in the 
nature of religious propaganda. Judge Joseph F. Rutherford, 
former Missouri Lawyer, now evangelical preacher along non-
denominational lines, broadcasting an address from Detroit, uses 
96 stations for an hour and a half. That is almost twice as many 
as have been used for any other previous event. It enormously 
surpasses any previous appeal to the ears of humanity, almost 
reaching the facilities of the angel Gabriel--except that in this 
case the appeal is only to the living, and they need not hear if they 
do not choose to. 1 
In a letter to a Canadian paper from G. Russell, the writer 
wondered why the press made hardly any mention of the speech. He 
described the broadcast as probably "the most far-reaching and 
successful simultaneious broadcast in the history of radio--a definite 
milestone in the march of scientific development--and one has to search 
carefully through the local papers to find any record of it." He felt 
that the r, B, s, A, should be congratulated on the result of $50, 000 
spent, and that the 500 telephone engineers had good reason to be 
proud. 2 
In the fall of the year, the Federal Radio Commission again 
reallocated the wave-lengths of the Watchtower stations, this time for 
a reason unknown to this writer. Effective in November 11, 1928, 
WBBR, then operating on 256.3 meters and 1, 000 watts power, was 
designated to operate on 230.6 meters and reduced to 500 watts power. 
WORD, then operating on 252 meters was designated to operate on the 
1
"Broadcasting Record," The Golden Age, X (October 3, 1928), 
p. 27. 
211Most Successful Broadcast in Radio History, II The Golden 
~· X (October 3, 1928), p. 28. -
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zoz. 6 meter wave length. Jn a letter to the Federal Radio Commission, 
dated September 6, 19Z8, Rutherford said he felt that it was the desire 
of the members of the Commission to do what was right, but they were 
unable to do so because of the influence of "Big Business, Professional 
Politicians, and an Apostate Clergy, 11 who, in turn, "yield unconciously 
to an unseen and powerful influence. 11 Therefore Rutherford felt that 
the better radio channels went to the "Trust Stations, 11 and that 
meant that "Big Business will exercise a monopoly of the air and the 
people will be at their mercy. 11 1 He then quoted a public press release 
of Mr. Aylesworth, the president of N. B. C.: 
As part of the University of the Air project it is planned 
to institute a series of programs entitled 'Great Messages of 
Religion', in which the clergy of the Jewish, ProteRtant and 
Roman Faiths will be invited to participate. Much as I would 
like to shun the mantle of prophet, I can not refrain from ex-
pressing the belief that the day is .near when we shall have what 
I am pleased to term a 'radio clergyman'. His creed is of no 
import; but his views shall be of the broad views of tolerance, 
and he shall represent the be.st of religious thought which the 
experience of twenty centuries has to offer. This 'radio clergy-
man' will devote his entire time and efforts to ministering to the 
spiritual needs of the vast radio family, and his shall be the 
greatest congregation the world has ever known. There is but 
one thing that we demand of the religious message that goes on 
the air, and that is that it be non-denominational, and non-sect-
arian in appeal. Be our broadcaster rabbi, priest or minister, 
we ask him only that he interpret the religious experience in 
broadcast terms so that the individual listener, whoever he may 
be, may be brought to a fuller and finer realization of his duty 
to his own church and to his fellow men. Z 
Whether he wanted to be or not, Mr. Aylesworth certainly was 
prophetic; how well he described the "television clergyman" of today. 
1
"The Default of the Radio Commission," The Golden Age, 
X (October 3, 19Z8), p. 4. -
ZNew York Times, July 15, 19Z8, I~u:..}~!,-co~~-4. ________ ------,cc·---o~~--... --
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To Rutherford this was pure h-ypocrisy. According to Mr. 
Aylesworth's statement, it was not the duty of the "radio clergyman" 
to preach God's word of Truth from the Bible, expressing God's will 
towards .Man. No, but it merely nad to follow the will of "the Trust." 
Not only nad Big Business controlled commerce and politics, but now 
it seemed to nave religion in its strangleh-old. This to Rutherford was 
not serving the "interest, convenience and necessity" of the public, 
which the Radio Commission said was the duty of the broadcasters. 
He further stated: 
It is far greater convenience and benefit to the people that 
they hear sacred songs that honor and praise the name of Jehovah 
God than to be compelled to listen to jazz and dance music. 
Because of the importance of your position relative to the 
teaching of the people, there is a far greater responsibility upon 
the FRC at this time than upon the President of the United States.! 
He then repeated the plea for more favorable channels for WBBR and 
WORD, but to no avail. WORD has been built to operate between 300 
and 600 meters, so it was necessary to reconstruct the equipment at 
a great expense of effort and money to comply with the order of the 
F. R. C. 2 
But these setbacks were not to stop the progress of the Watch-
tower Society's broadcasting. In September of 1928, the Society began 
broadcasting on its own network organized and operated exclusively for 
1
"The Default of the Radio Commission,"~ cit., p. 6. 
2 192.8 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (New York: Watch-
tower BiOie"and Tract Society, 1927), pp. 30-37. 
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the Watchtower Society by its legal agency, the Peoples Pulpit 
Association, with the cooperation of the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. The''Watchtower network" originated its 
programs £rom WBBR in New York and simultaneously broadcast first 
with 11 stations, then 30 in September and on August 25, 97 stations 
were linked together to comprise the network. 
At the close of the year 1928 the association was completing 
the construction of well-arranged and beautiful studios at their head-
quarters at 124 Collllllbia Heights. For some time, they were rated 
the most beautiful in the world. Provisions were made for one 1~ 
45-foot-by-23-foot studio for orchestra and other music productions; 
a small studio for lectures, a control room, one audition and receiving 
room, two practice rooms and the station manager's office. The 
Jrtudios were connected by telephone line with the transmitter situated 
twenty-five miles away on Staten Island. This made it easier for those 
who lived at 124 Columbia Heights to participate in the programs with-
out losing so much time tJa.Velling to and from Staten Island. The 
chain programs were to originate from these studios from then on. 1 
So while the change of frequencies brought about an agitation of 
Rutherford and his associates, the hearing at which the complaint was 
made was not without its good results. By that time, chain broadcasting 
had come to its own, and Rutherford was quick to see the possibilities 
of using this method of reaching the people of the whole world with his 
11930 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (New York: Watch-
tower Bi'!lieii:nd Tract Society, 1929), pp. 35-39. 
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message from the Bible. But while this great expansion of broad-
casting was going on in America, in Canada the work was not going 
-so well, £or it was there, just across the border, that a concentrated 
effort was being made to "drive Rutherford off the air. 11 
======- '=== 
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CHAPTERN 
A CHALLENGE TO "FREEDOM OF SPEECH" IN CANADA 
The trouble began when the govermnent declined to renew the 
Watchtower Society's station licenses in Canada because o( the fewer 
than ZOO complaints that had been made. The people of Canada rose 
up en masse against such action. Meetings held were addressed by 
prominent Canadian citizen.s not Bible Students who spoke in favor of 
the organization's stations. Later a petition against the action of the 
govermnent asking the licenses to be renewed was presented to the 
govermnent, signed by approximately 500,000 Canadian citizens. The 
opposition caused a great amount of publicity, and although nothing was 
done about the petition, a great nmnber of people began to nok into 
the organization and read its literature. 1 
The radio work was not curtailed, however, by any means. 
The Watchtower Society had been previously using only ten stations 
to broadcast, but when their stations were compelled to cease, 
contracta were made with 21 other stations to broadcast the electrical 
transcriptions, or recordings,of Judge Rutherford's speeches. Of 
their broadcasting in the Toronto district on one of its leading stationsf 
the Toronto Globe said: 
11928 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses {New York: Watch-
tower Bibieand Tract SOciety, 19Z7), p. 37. 
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Now we have the International Bible Students on the air once 
more, this time on stations where they are presumably buying time, 
or, at least, on stationy whose licenses are taken out by parties 
other than themselves. 
This particular station, largely financed by Roman Catholics, 
had previously refused to accept any of the Watchtower Society's broad-
casts. But with its agreeing to broadca.st the transcriptions, the message 
of Rutherford was being broadcast throughout Canada with 10,000 watts 
power before it was forced off the air. 2 
But then in 1933 the pressure became more pointed. On 
January 16 of that year, the Canadian Radio Commission sent out the 
following telegram throughout that country: 
Speeches of one Judge Rutherford, Foreign anti-social agitator, 
must not be broadcast on Canadian stations until the continuity 
or records of same are submitted to Canadian radio broadcasting 
commission for approval. 
(Signed) Hector Charlesworth, Chairman. 3 
This was an outright effort against Rutherford personally. But 
he was not going to take this sort of thing sitting down, so he wrote 
Charlesworth: 
I am not an anti-social agitator, even as Jesus Christ and 
His apostles were not agitators. I am merely one among many of 
Jehovah's witnesses •••• If one knew that J:i{iagara Falls would 
shortly be dynamited, thereby turning great floods of water on the 
11932 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (J:i!ew York: Watchtower 
Bible anil"i'r'act Society;-1931 ), p. 101. 
I 107. 
21933 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (~.: cit., 1932), pp. 106, 
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low lands, causing tremendous loss of property and human life, and 
he gave warning to the people of such approaching disaster, he would 
not be called an agitator. 11 1 
He then went on to tell about the approaching Battle of Armageddon and 
how he and his followers were merely giving warning to the people of 
the approaching disaster. 
After writing the above letter, Rutherford was notified that 
Charlesworth had received a "dignified complaint" from a group of 
Anglican clergymen. This was too much for Rutherford; he wrote 
concerning the clergymen: 
I therefore challenge them to select one amongst their number to 
debate with me the following question, to wit: 
That the clergymen of the Anglican church, contrary to 
their claim, do not in fact represent Iehovah God and Christ Iesus 
and His kingdom, but that they do represent and serve Satan the 
Devil and that thereby the people are deceived. 
I respectfully request that the radio commission of Canada 
provide the national radio facilities to broadcast this debate so 
that the public may determine whether the clergymen represent 
their best interests or not. The people are entitled to hear the 
facts. The clergy and the radio commission have no right to 
withhold the facts and prevent the people from hearing the truth. 
The radio presumably is to be used to broadcast matters of 
public interest, convenience and necessity. 2 
The reader may feel that to claim that members of the clergy 
of any religious group are representatives and servants of the Devil 
is rather antagonistic, giving good grounds for wanting to drive him 
from the airwaves. A. H. Macmillan, one of the directors and oldest 
associates of the Watchtower Society and close friend of Rutherford 
explained Rutherford's outspoken manner thus: 
I Ibid. 
2Ibid., p. 327. 
" 
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Perhaps you've heard it said that it is neither brotherly nor 
neighborly, not even gentlemanly, to speak against another man's 
religion. Yet those who make this statement overlook the fact that 
Jegus spent his entire ministry doing it. True, he healed the sick; 
he raised the dead; he preached 'Happy are the merciful, since 
they will be shown mercy' (Matthew 5:7). But he al!fo told leaders 
of the Jews' religion: 'Serpents, offspring of vipers, how are you 
to flee from the judgment of Gehenna?' (Matthew 23:33) Jehovah's 
earlier prophet, J'~remiah, was divinely commissioned 'to root 
out, and to pull down, •••• to build, and to plant.' (Jeremiah 1:10) 
Of course, neither Jesus nor Jeremiah was popular with 
certain groups because they exposed error; but they proved them-
selves real neighbors--brothers--to the multitudes who were being 
injured by mistaught idea!f of worship. Those people to whom they 
preached had not realized their way of worship was wrong or 
mJurious. But tho!fe who were willing to listen and consider the 
evidences soon discovered the truth. 
I'm sure you'll agree that persecution is not the tool of 
horest men. None of those who really listened to Jeaus persecuted 
him. Nor is there any record that Jesus and his disciples, or, 
for that matter, any of the faithful prophets of old ever rai!fed a 
hand against their adversaries. They exposed false teachings and 
pronounced God's judgments but never endeavored to stir up the 
political rulers against their enemies. Both Biblical and secular 
hiatory show clearly it is only those who advocate false worship 
who stoop to !fuch means. 
Jehovah's witnesses have never resorted to violence or 
illegal means in defense of their worship. We've been out~rpoken 
against those doctrines and religious practices which we do not 
believe are supported by the Bible but have always relied entirely 
on the Bible as an offensive weapon, just as the apo~rtle Paul 
urged us to do. (2 Corinthian!f 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:17)1 
In this case with Rutherford, the clergymen had every right to 
answer Rutherford in public; thi!f would have been an opportunity to show 
Rutherford to be a liar. But they did not answer Rutherford's challenge, 
even though he repeated it later (see Chapter V). Perhaps the members 
of the clergy heard of the debate If that Russell had with the minister of the 
1 A. H. Macmillan, Faith on the March (New Jersey: Prentice-
Hall, Inc., 1957), p. 162. 
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Pittsburgh Methodist Eposcopal Church back in 1903 and did not want to 
become involved in a similar situation with Rutherford. 
Rutherford was not alone in his criticism of the Canadian Radio 
Commission, however. Here is what one Canadian Paper said, editorially: 
.: 
Obviously any owner of a set who has a yearning to hear 
Judge Rutherford--and that number will be augmented by the Radio 
Commision's action--lp.as but to turn his dial on to an American 
station which carries this message. All that the Commission has 
done by its action is to effectively advertise Judge Rutherford's 
lectures .••• Broadly, it is generally agreed that Canada's radio 
should not carry broadcasts offensive to public decency. Within 
that light Canadian hearers have the inalienable right of listening 
to all sides of questions, whether those views coincide with those 
of the Government or of groups of citizens anywhere. Canada's 
Radio Commission must face the fact its clientele is fo.r the most 
,, part used to thinking for itself., and will not tolerate judgments 
handed down as to what views it shall hear and shall not hear. The 
best and safest plan for the Commission is to make up its mind 
that it iB dealing with a free people and, therefore, despite any 
ideag in high places as to what is good for the license holders, will 
proceed to present as many facets as possible of world opinion. 
And the first step on its courBe should be to point out to Government 
members that the Commission was appointed to run the Radio, not 
as an instrument under Governmental control. 1 
The Bible Students were allowed to give lectures over the radio 
despite the ban on Rutherford's recordings. Charlesworth was not the 
type of man to give in, however. fu one of the Bible Students' lectures, 
the speaker said, "It is regretable that the Federal Radio Commission, 
at the instance of the clergy, should curtain the message of Jehovah's 
kingdom--aB given by Judge J. F. Rutherford by electrical transmission. ' 1 
!"Western Canada Resents a Lying Radio Censorship," The 
Golden A!$F• XIV (March 1, 1933), citing "Censorship in Radio-;-n--
Winnipeg ~Press, January 20, 1933. 
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,, Charlesworth wired the manager of the station that broadcast the speech, il 
11 repudiating the charge that the stopping of the Rutherford transmissions 
:1 !I had been "at the instance of the clergy ••.• We have had no complaints 
of Bible Students' programs," he commented.! What reason, then, did 
the Commission have to try to silence Rutherford? 
An explanation ci. the inconsistency of the action of the Commission, 
may be found in an examination of the person of its chairman, Hector 
Charlesworth. Previous to his appointment to the Radio Commission, 
1 Charlesworth was editor-in-chief of the Toronto Saturday N:ight. An 
, editorial he probably wrote which appeared on the front page of his paper 
I 
i 
I 
'I 
read as follows: 
VISITING ORATORS TAKE NOTICE, RECENTLY Toronto had the 
doubtful honor of entertaining once more a heavy-jowled flannel-
mouth know as 'Judge' J. F. Rutherford, Grand Vizier of the 
1Russellites 1 or the International Bible Students 1 Association, 
together with some thousands of his followers. What the said 
Rutherford is a 'Judge' of we do not know, --perhaps he is called 
'Judge' by way of persiflage, just as an elevator man is called 
1Cap 1 • What we wish to emphasize is that 'Judges' and wandering 
orators of the Rutherford type are unwelcome guests. This is we hope 
the last occasion on which the Russellite Chieftain and his mob of • 
'students' will be allowed to misuse important civic property like 
the Canadian National Exhibition Grounds. The average international 
convention is more than welcome in Toronto but its citizens want 
no more 1Russellite 1 gatherings here. Such conventions bring small 
gain, since most of the delegates travel in 'tin tizzies: and bring 
their dough-nuts with them. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The reason this loquacious 'Judge' has received so much 
attention of late is that he managed to bull-doze his way into control 
of the air during the progress of the Russellite convention of 
Toronto. He gave credit for this, not to himself, but to 'Jehovah, 
the only true God, 1 who, he said, had 'graciously used the National 
Broadcasting Company for his divine purposes. 1 The tribal god 
of the Russellites certainly gained no popularity with users of radio 
thereby; their deliberations were a nightly nuisance in the air. On 
J ____ _ 
il 
!i 1Ihid., citing Winnipeg Tribune, January 20, 1933. 
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the night of July 21st reputable fathers of families anxious to listen 
'I 
in on the progress of the Dempsey-Sharkey prize fight were kept out by 
the high power oratory at the Toronto Coliseum. On Sunday, 
July 24th, the religiously inclined were prevented from hearing their 
favorite message because the leather-lunged Rutherford had the 
air, Millions now living would rather die than be compelled to 
listen very often to his discourses,! 
A Canadian citizen wrote The Golden Age that Charlesworth would 
.i not be in the chairmanship position had it not been for the reactionary 
p;remier that made the appointment, or if the Canadian Parliament 
censored appointments as in the case of the American Senate. He 
described the Saturday Night as a "reactionary rag." In the opinion of 
this citizen, Mr. Charlesworth was not doing such an admirable job in 
his position as chairman of the Commission. He wrote Mr. Charlesworth 
that although he did not agree with the judge on all points, he found the 
talks very interesting, and that he would continue listening to them "from 
across the line." Since he felt there was no more incentive to listen to 
Canadian stations, he requested a refund of the two dollars paid for a 
radio license required in Canada. 2 
With the change in editorial staff of the Saturday Night, there 
seemed also to be a change in editorial comment: 
•••• The temporary banning of an entirely non-Canadian 
broadcast, sent out by an organization which has on previous 
occasions been under grave suspicion of anti-social tendencies, is 
1
"Canada 1 s Ixnpossible Radio Censor, Hector Charlesworth," ii The Golden A~t' XIV (March 15, 1933), pp. 356, 357, citing the 
'· TOronto Satur ay Night, August 6, 1927. 
2
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not a serious matter. It is, however, very important that we 
should know in whose hands will rest the ultimate decision con-
cerning not only Judge Rutherford but also any other broadcaster 
whose utterances may incur the disapproval of clergymen, 
statesmen or other influential persons in particular parts of this 
Dominion. The question of the censorship of the air is one of 
tremendous importance, and one which will have to be seriously 
considered at some time in the fairly near future, and it might well, 
be linked up with the whole question of censorship in other fields , 
of communication, which is an extremely unsatisfactory condition.~ 
One of the Canadian stations sent Mr. Charlesworth a telegram 
stating, in effect, that while they did not fully agree with Judge 
Rutherford's talks, they failed to find anything of "anti-social or 
communistic nature." They felt that although his broadcasts were 
directed against other forms of religion and extolling his own, which 
they called "fundamentalism, " they should accept broadcasts of all 
nature in the interest of free speech as long as they did not conflict 
with democratic government. They concluded, "In these times the 
loss of revenue is a hardship upon us." The station then called 
Charlesworth to get permission to continue the broadcast for at least 
two weeks anyway, and the answer was, "Not a chance. ,2 
Charlesworth felt he had the power of censorship and he was 
exercising it to the fullest degree. Another case of such action was 
concerning station CFCN, Calgary, Alberta. This station asked 
whether or not local speakers of the Bible Students could be accepted. 
Charlesworth answered by telegram: 
The International Bible Students are at liberty to put on 
local speaker so long as he refrains from offensive comments on 
1
Ihid. ' p. 358. 
2 ~. p. 359. 
l: 
. -- I 
'! 
I' 
.I 
!i 
il 
I ,, 
!j 
;l 
doctrines and clergy of other denominations and from abuse of 
public men and institutions in Canada. Watch this continuity 
carefully and cut off it these conditions are broken. 1 
49 . 
Rutherford questioned Charlesworth's power of censorship and 
asked a firm of lawyers to investigate the matter. This is the opinion 
he received: 
The Chairman of the Commission, Mr. Charlesworth, gives, 
as his authority for the control of broadcasting Sections 8, 9, and 
10 of the Act. As yet no by-laws or regulations have been pro-
mulgated, It is our view that the telegram from the Chairman to 
the broadcasting stations forbidding the broadcasting of Judge 
Rutherford's speeches in the manner that the telegram was worded, 
was entirely unauthorized and we do not think either the Chairman 
or the Commission had any authority so to act until by-laws or 
resolutions or regulations respecting such censorship had first 
been passed and approved by counsel. 2 
A letter to the editor of the Winnepeg Free Press Evening 
Bulletin concerning the "dignified complaint" of the Anglican Clergy-
men said: 
It is my belief that less injury would be done to Canada 
if the dignified Anglican clergymen who asked for the suppression 
of the addresses of Judge Rutherford over the radio, and the 
Radio Commission members, were drowned, rather than Ruther-
ford should be suppressed as an 'anti-social agitator, 1 If that 
act is approved the liberty and freedom of the individual in 
Canada has been crucified, 'I may not believe a word you say, 3 but I will defend with my life, if need be, your right to say it.' 
1 
"Will Hector Charlesworth, Canadian Radio Censor, Drown?" 
The Golden Age, XIV (March 29, 1933), p. 392. 
2Ibid.' p. 396. 
3Ibid. ' p. 38 9. 
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The writer misquoted from Voltaire's To Helvetius: "I disapprove of 
what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it. "1 
These democratic words of wisdom written long before democracy be-
came the Alnerican form of government certainly could have been well 
applied in the case of Canada's Radio Commission. It is a situation 
parallel to one which took place more than nineteen centuries ago. A 
lawyer of that day, speaking to the religious leaders and others who 
had imprisoned the apostles of Jesus, said: "Refrain from these men, 
and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men it will 
come to nought; But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply 
ye be found even to fight against God. ,.z 
But as the conclusion of the preceding chapter stated, it was in 
Canada that the campaign to "drive Rutherford off the air" was started. 
Where was this drive to reach its greatest heights? In no other 
country than the United States--"Land of the Free." 
lJohn Bartlett, Familiar Quotations {Boston: Little, Brown and 
Go., 1955), p. 326a. 
2Acts 5;38, 39. 
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"" CHAPTER V 
A CHALLENGE TO "FREEDOM OF SPEECH" IN THE UNITED 
:' STATES 
., 
In. the spring of 1933 Judge Rutherford delivered the address, 
"Effect of Holy Year on Peace and Prosperity," over radio station 
KSTP, St. Paul, Minnesota. On April 29th, The Catholic Bulletin, 
a paper printed in St. Paul, devoted its leading article to the speech 
and said of it: 
The purpose of the program was to cast ridicule and 
suspicion upon the most sacred religious sentiments of the 
Catholic people and to make a grotesque political burlesque 
of the Extraordinary Holy Year of Jubilee proclaimed by His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XI, in commemoration of the nineteenth 
centenary of the crucifixion and death of Our Blessed Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 1 
It went on to explain how KSTP was used to deliver a speech of the 
leader of the Ku Klux Klan in 1927, and how the owner said it was just 
a business deal--the Klan paid $125. 00 cash before the broadcast, and 
the station announced that it assumed no responsibility for any state-
ments made. The editorial in the paper said: 
History repeats itself. Money again is behind last 
Sunday's insult to the religious-minded people of this community. 
The manager of KSTP this time peddled the facilities of his 
station to an obscure mountebank who confessed that he couldn't 
get a hearing on the great radio networks. 2 
Rutherford returned the rebuke with an equally pungent letter 
to the editor of the Bulletin: 
;I 1"The Catholic Bulletin Smitten With Fear," The Golden Age, 
1 XIV {May 24, 1933), p. 532. -
il 2Ihid.' p. 533. 
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•••. Your attack upon Radio Station KSTP is uncalled for, unjust 
and intolerable. The radio station did nothing but join in a chain 
broadcast of a speech made by me and for which I am responsible. 
You intimate that the license of that radio station might be taken 
away for its offense against the Catholic organization. How in-
consistent is your position! The radio station KSTP neither 
directly nor indirectly defamed any man, while your paper abuses 
and defames the radio management in general and myself in 
particular and your paper assumes that you are at liberty to do so 
without question and that you are beyond even criticism, much 
less censorship. I 
He ended the letter with again proposing the afore -mentioned debate 
with the "most desirable man in the United States" to be chosen by 
the Pope. 2 
There was again no direct answer to the debate, but the pace 
of the drive to get Rutherford off the air was suddenly quickened. In 
Providence, Rhode Island, two station managements broke their 
contracts to broadcast Rutherford's speeches because they were 
threatened with a boycott which it was hinted, would include 400, 000 
Catholics. The Catholic Bulletin told radio people in St. Paul that 
"some 515,000 Catholic people in the state of Minnesota" would turn 
against them and their advertisers unless Rutherford was off the air. 
In Baltimore, The Catholic Review failed to force two stations to 
give up the Rutherford lectures. Although read by 125, 000 Catholics, 
it received just one letter of protest against Rutherford's lectures. 
The Kourier, published at Atlanta by the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
being anti-Catholic, said in its issue of September, 1933: 
!Ibid.' p. 534. 
2Ibid. ' p. 536. 
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Roman Catholic newspapers the country over have broken 
out in a rash of criticism of what they term anti-Catholic radio 
programs. They are in particular begging the Federal Radio 
Commission to place a ban on Judge Joseph F. Rutherford's 
'Watchtower' programs • 
. • • . The Catholic attack of the Rutherford programs is one of 
the hottest they have launched on any Protestant project recently. 
Some spineless stations have already eliminated the feature to 
which the Catholics object, while others, with more backbone, 
have told their Catholic critics to go stick their heads in a bucket 
of holy water. 1 
For six weeks a member of the Federal Radio Commission, 
Mr. Hanley, solicited complaints about Rutherford's speeches from a 
nation of radio listeners. He was unable to evoke even a hundred 
responses. An analysis of the responses showed that there was ob-
jection to "Too much duplication of chain programs, too much offensive 
sales ta.lk, too many programs tending to develop religious agitation 
and too much trafficking in radio facilities; also a tendency toward 
monopoly by certain groups. "2 
On October I, however, Judge Rutherford broadcast, without 
the use of the "Watchtower" stations, over 104 stations in the United 
States, the lecture "The True God." Throughout the United States 
261 stations were broadcasting the Rutherford transcription; through-
out the world the stations broadcasting the lectures numbered more 
3 . 
than 300. Rutherford's was not an easy tongue to bndle. 
111Sending Forth the Truth unto the Clouds, 11 The Golden Age, 
XV (October 11, 1933), p. 4. --
2"Less than 100 Complained, 11 The New York Times, 
November 26, 1933, p. 28, col. I. 
311Sending Forth the Truth Unto the Clouds," op. cit. 
:: 
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But then on June Z4, 1933, the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Catholic 
Citizen carried the following story: 
A formal protest will be made shortly to the Federal Radio 
Commission requesting that Rutherford be denied the privilege 
of broadcasting his attacks on the clergy. The petition to the 
Commission is to be filed through the National Council of Catholic 
Men and the National Council of Catholic Women. Mr. Caravati 
of the N. C. C. M. has already had an informal discussion with 
Mr. Hanley of the Commission.! 
The same item appeared two days previously in The Catholic Register 
of Kansas City. It indicated that the Bob Shuler Case would be used as 
a precedent. z "Reverend" Dr. Robert P. Shuler owned and was 
:' licensed to operate radio station KGEF in California. He filed for a 
,, 
; 
renewe l of his application in September, 1930 and was denied it on 
the ground that "public interest, convenience and necessity" would not 
be served by granting the application. Exercising his privilege under 
the Federal Radio Act, the clergyman appealed to the Court of Appeals 
of the District of Columbia, but the court upheld the decision of the 
FRC to deny renewal of the license. 3 
So in December, 1933, The Bible Students decided to take some 
action on their own, and the following was placed in the homes of as 
many people as possible: 
1 
"A Protest and Petition to Congress," The Golden~· XV 
(December 6, 1933), p. 137. 
2Ibid. 
3Sydney W. Head, Broadcasting in America (Boston: The 
Riverside Press, 1956), pp. 366, 367. 
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ARE YOU IN FAVOR OF LIBERTY? 
Do you Wish Intrenched, Selfish Interests to 
Deprive the People of the Right to Hear 
by Radio What is Desirable? 
55. 
Under the pretext of 'tolerance' that intrenched, selfish crowd 
is not engaged in a movement to force them and to thus deprive the 
people of their just rights to hear the truth. They are trying to 
force off the air men who are faithfully telling the people God's Word 
of truth concerning the cause of world distress and what is His remedy. 
Nothing could be of greater importance to you than to hear these 
truths now. 
True democracy is fast disappearing from the earth. In 
behalf of truth and righteousness you: still have the opportunity to 
protest and petition. To enable you to exercise this right, a 
petition is now being circulated. It is of the greatest importance that 
you act quickly. Sign the petition calling upon the Congress to safe-
guard the rights of the common people. 
The following is the form of the Protest and Petition: 
To THE CONGRESS of the United States of America: Greetings! 
We, undersigned people of the United States of America, 
capable of determining for ourselves what we wish to hear broad-
cast by radio, without censorship by the clergy or anyone else, . 
hereby PROTEST to the Congress against certain wrongful interferenc~ 
with our rights. 
The radio act provides, as we understand, for the broad-
casting of that which is in the public interest. The message of the 
True God, JEHOVAH, as expressed by Him in the prophecies of his 
Word (the Bible) and as now being given to the people of this nation 
by Judge Rutherford and others of JEHOVAH'S witnesses, is of 
interest to us. When broadcast, it is convenient for us to hear it 
in our homes and is necessary for our welfare. We are entitled to 
hear and desire to hear that message. We disapprove of every 
attempt to prevent our hearing it broadcast. 
The National Broadcasting Company, the Columbia Broad-
casting System, the Roman Catholic hierarchy, and others, have 
wrongfully by threats, coercion and other improper influence pre-
vented many stations. from broadcasting this message of truth, thus 
depriving stations. of legitimate income and depriving millions of 
American citizens of the privilege of hearing what they wish to hear; 
and against this wrongful action we vigorously PROTEST. 
Exercising the right guaranteed to us by the Constitution 
of the United States, we therefore respectfully petition the Congress 
to act at once to safeliuard the inherent rights of the American people 
relative to the radio. 
!"Protest and Petition to Congress,"££· cit., p. 138. 
" 
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It might be noted at this time that there was also an attempt 
·[ to stop the house-to-house work of the Bible Students. A campaign of 
:• ,,
! ![ arrests began in South Amboy, New Jersey, in 1928. Statistics of 
arrests were not kept at first, but in 1933 for the United States there was 
a record of 268, in 1934, 340, in 1935, 478 and in 1936, of 1, 149. In 
New Jersey and neighboring states the witnesses were brought to court 
and charged with selling without a license, disturbing the peace, 
peddling without a permit, violating Sunday sabbath laws, being classed 
as solicitors or itinerant merchants rather than ministers of the gospel. 1 
As a result, Rutherford delivered a speech in Plainfield, New Jersey, 
entitled "Religious Intolerance, 11 which was soon after made available 
on transcription records. This was made known to radio station owners 
on the condition that the Watchtower Society did not expect the station 
owner "to do anything at any time which, in his sober judgment, will 
jeopardize or really harm him or his busines.s associates. 11 2 
Shortly thereafter the Federal Radio Commission asked station 
owners by letter if they broadcasted Rutherford's speeches "Way of 
Escape" and "Holy Year." The response from the stations showed that 
many of the radio audience had commented on and commended the program,, 
Among those were many who stated they were Catholics and were de-
lighted to have the matter Scripturally stated. 3 So despite the opposition 
!"Champions of Freedom of Worship," in Qualified to be Ministers· 
{New York: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1955), p. 3iZ. 
2
"An Important Announcement to Radio Station Owners," The 
Golden Age, XV {December 6, 1933), p. 144. 
3Ibid •• pp. 144, 145. 
,, 
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ii met, the broadcasting of the message of the Kingdom by radio in 1933 far 
'i 
'I exceeded that of any other year. Although 28 out of more than 300 ,, 
:1 stations cancelled the broadcasts of Rutherford's lectures, the total 
' ,, 
i: 
number of lectures broadcast during the year by electrical transcriptions 
amounted to 23,283, to compare with 8, 000 in previous years. 1 
As was mentioned earlier, when the Radio Commission solicited 
complaints about Rutherford's speeches, less than 100 were received. 
On the morning of January 24, 1934, there was placed in the hands of 
Congress the aforementioned petition circulated by the Bible Students. 
The number of signatures--2, 416, 141! The Golden Age gave this 
report: 
•• Before being tightly wrapped for transmission from Brooklyn 
to Washington the sheets of signatures (25 signatures to a sheet) 
comprised a pile fifty feet high. After being tightly wrapped the 
pile, by actual measurement, was over 41-1/2 feet high. To trans-
mit this protest and petition to Washington required thirty-five 
closely-packed cartons. The shipment weighed 1, 247 pounds. 2 
No petition remotely approached this in magnitude presented to the 
American Congress. In 1910 the National Woman Suffrage Association 
, presented to Congress a petition of about half a million names for a 
federal amendment granting woman suffrage. This seems to have been 
the largest previous petition on record. 3 
!! ,, 
,, 
,, 
! 
11934 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (New York: Watchtower 
Bible an'i'!'""Tract SOciety, 1933) pp. 63, 64. 
211 A Protest and Petition Fifty Feet High, II ~ Golden Age, 
XV (February 14, 1934), p. 291. 
3Ibid. 
ll 
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Letters of transmittal which accompanied the petitions were, 
i' 
:i wherever possible, from those not associated with the Bible Students, 
!I 
but favorable towards their work, usually well-known men in their 
districts. For example, the letter of transmittal to J. Howard Swick 
(Rep.), Representative of the twenty-sixth Pennsylvania District, was 
signed by Han. George T. Weingartner. His letter to Mr. Swick was 
as follows: 
Dear Congressman Swick: 
In behalf of myself and many others of your constituents of 
the Fifteenth Congressional District of Pennsylvania I beg to call 
your attention to the attached petition signed by a number of them 
which demands that Congress take immediate action to safeguard the 
interest of the people against the unwarranted action of certain entrended 
selfish interests. The two big radio corporations, acting together · 
with certain other selfish interests, including religious organizations, 
are employing threats, coercion and boycott methods to compel many 
radio stations to broadcast programs only that are approved by these 
selfish interests. Attempts are made also to influence the Radio 
Commission along the same line. 
Radio stations should be given the same privileges that are 
now enjoyed by the public press, and every radio station should be 
permitted without interference to broadcast any lawful programs that 
they may choose to broadcast. 
A heavy penalty should be laid against all persons or 
corporations that attempt by coercion or .other wrongful methods 
to prevent the broadcasting of programs that are of public interest, 
convenience and necessity. Your constituency will confidently 
expect you to present to Congress at the proper time and earnestly 
support this petition. 
Very sincerely yours, 1 GeoDge T. Weingartner 
On Wednesday, January 24, Mr. Swick addressed the House 
of Representatives on the subject as follows: 
Mr. Chairman, I have today filed the following petition, 
bearing the names of 10,264 residents of my district, divided as 
1Ibid.' p. 292. 
l: 
~· 
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follows: Beaver County, 4, 769; Lawrence County, 3, 242; and Butler 
County, 2, 253. The Petition was accompanied by a letter of trans-
mittal from the Honoxable George T. Weingartner, 504 L. S. and T. 
Building, New Castle, Pa., a man who has served his county and 
State as a commissioner and State senator for many years. 
(The Petition was then read to the House) 
Mr. Chairman, I understand that similar petitions have been 
received by several members of this House, all of them bearing the 
signatures of thousands of Anlerican citizens. It is certainly 
evident that something is wrong; we cannot ignore such charges. 
Each of these petitions have been referred to the House Committee 
on Merchant Marine, Radio, and Fisheries. I hope the chairman 
of that committee wiLL recognize the rights of these petitioners and 
conduct an investigation of the charges, and if these conditions 
prevail, that legislation is forthcoming that will correct them. 
I would be derelict indeed if I failed to present a matter of 
sufficient importance to have received the signatures of more than 
10, 000 residents of my district to this Congress. It is of importance: 
to all concerned that this matter be thoroughly investigated at a 
very early date. 1 
On the following day twenty-five more Representatives presented 
the petitions that had been handed to them. Letters of transmittal from 
their own districts were not in all instances provided, and so, to make 
sure that every Senator and Representative would see and grasp the fuLL 
import of the protest and petition placed in his hands, Anton Koerber, 
Washington representative of the Watchtower Society, sent each of them 
a letter asking for an enactment of Congress "to make it unlawful for 
any person or corporation to use threats, boycott or other coercive 
methods to interfere with, interrupt or prevent any and all programs 
that deemed for the good of the people." It also stated that, if necessary, 
proof would be furnished before Congress that N. B. C., C. B. S., and 
1u. S. Congress, House, Remarks by Howard J. Swick on 
Radio Broadcasting: Unjust Censorship, 73rd Gong., 2nd Sess., 
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1934), p. 1298. 
:: 
the Catholic organization were using the coercive methods above-
mentioned to control radio broadcasting in America. 
As a result of one of these letters, Congressman J. H. 
Sinclair, not being familiar with the situation, took the matter up 
with the Radio Commission and received the following letter which 
he sent to the Watchtower Society: 
Hon. J. H. Sinclair, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 
My dear Congressman Sinclair: 
January 24, 1934 
Permit me to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the 
23rd instant, enclosing petition and protest, relating to the 
refusal of certain stations to broadcast the speeches of Judge 
Rutherford of the International Bible Students Association. 
60. 
The Commission, during this year, has received a number 
of letters protesting against these broadcasts because of their 
critical nature of all religions and all teachings of the Bible save 
that of Judge Rutherford and his institute. These broadcasts 
consist of both original speeches and electrical transcriptions 
of speeches of Judge Rutherford. I have no doubt that a number 
of stations who are carrying these programs received letters of 
protest from listeners and I have been told that certain stations, 
because of these protests, declined to continue to broadcast 
the Rutherford programs. 
Under Section 29 of the Radio Act, the Commission is 
forbidden to censor programs. It is only when stations have 
applications for renewal of their licenses pending er when other 
applicants apply for facilities used by existing stations that the 
Commission, in the public interest, convenience or necessity 
is permitted to judge the nature and character of the programs 
broadcast by stations in order to pass upon the questions of 
public interest. 
You will note from the next to the last paragraph of this 
petition, that petitioners complain that 'The National Broadcasting 
Company, The Columbia Broadcasting System, the Roman 
61. 
""'-~=-~-======~== ========'- ·-------
Catholic hierarchy, and others, have wrongfully by threats, 
coercion and other improper influence prevented many stations 
from broadcasting this message ••• ! 
Under the theory of the Radio Law, station owners are not 
compelled to broadcast any and all programs offered to them. 
It remains with them to see what programs they will or will not 
broadcast. I rather imagine, however, that the criticism of 
other seligious faiths and the protests received by stationowners 
was the cause of some of them discontinuing these programs. 
I return the protest and petition. 
If there is any further information we may be able to give 
you in the matter, please command us. 
Sincerely yours, 
E. 0. Sykes1 Chairman. 
Rutherford thought the letter "to say the least of it, hardly 
fair to me." He brought up the point that Chairman Sykes quoted the 
paragraph from the petition and then in his response completely ig-
nored the question raised. He wrote that. no one was saying that 
radio stations should be compelled to broadcast any and all programs; 
that Congress was asked to prevent by law undue discrimination. 
He then reprimanded the Commissioner for not giving more informa-
tion which he was able to give, such as the conference that the clergy 
and particularly Catholic priests had with the Commission to induce 
it to take Rutherford off the air and to refuse to renew the licenses 
of stations that continued to broadcast his speeches; how shortly 
thereafter the Commission asked Rutherford for a copy of a speech 
and the list of stations broadcasting it and also a list of stations of 
which Rutherford and the Watchtower Society were stockholders. 
1
"Shall Radio Censors Rule? 11 The Golden~, XV fr\ (February 28, 1934), p. 324. 
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He asked the Commissioner if it was his opinion that the 
Radio Commission had the right "to refuse to license a station that 
broadcasts a speech severely criticizing the administration of the 
national government?" He explained that he and his associates were 
not trying to get members to their organization, but they only 
wished to inform the people "of truths upon which their very life 
depends. ,,1 He then insisted that: 
•••• Congress in fairness to the Am.erican people should define 
what constitutes public interest, public convenience and public 
necessity, and that this be done as a guide for the Federal Radio 
Commission. I will here suggest a definition, which I know is 
in need. Convenience is that which builds up the people in 
righteousness; and public interest is that which is for the general 
welfare of the people. The great truths contained in the Bible 
are therefore of supreme public interest, public necessity and 
public convenience. 'Where there is no vision, the people 
perish; but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. 1 (Proverbs 29:18) 
'Remove far from me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me. '--Proverbs 
30;82 
Meanwhile, the Catholic organization became quite upset by 
the number of people that signed the petition and protest, so it began 
attacking the petition by printing in its papers that many signed it to 
"get rid of" the Bible Students, not knowing what they were signing. 
Another reason given was that the petitioners approached the people 
saying that the petition was being circulat.ed for the purpose of keeping 
1Ibid., pp. 324,-326. 
2Ibid.' p. 32 7. 
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"Father" Coughlin's radio sermons on the air. 1 
"Father" Charles E. Coughlin was an Irish-Canadian priest 
who had attracted quite an audience with his regular Sunday broad-
casts.2 In 1934 he joined Huey Long, who later became a United 
States Senator, in an attack against the Roosevelt administration. 
The New Deal was not proving to be too successful; unemployment 
rolls were increasing while payrolls were decreasing. As a result, 
the middle classes and labor demanded action in relieving the 
situation. Thousands of Huey Long "Share -the-Wealth" clubs, 
which promised every citizen a minimum income of $5, 000 a year, 
sprang up overnight across the country. Coughlin's cure for the 
nations ills' produced the same visions. In their prime, in late 1934 and 
early 1935, either Long or Coughlin was being heard regularly in 
eight out of every ten homes in the United States with a family income 
under $4, 000 per year. Their efforts were very similar to those of 
Fascist Germany led by promises of Hitler to right the wrongs done 
Germany by the Versailles Treaty. In 1937 Coughlin made no 
attempt to hide his love for Fascism and Nazism or his contempt for 
democracy. At his enemies he shouted "Jew" and "Communist! 11 
In his own paper, Social Justice, he printed: "The only source of 
1"Radio Petition Attacked, " The Golden Age, XV 
(March 14, 1934), pp. 362-364. -
2Francis Chase, Jr., Sound and Fury (new York: Harper 
and Brothers, 1942), pp. 80-95. 
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truth is Father Coughlin!"! The Coughlin-Long movement came to 
an end in 1935 when Huey Long--the man who might have become the 
first dictator of Axnerica- -was assassinated. Coughlin continued on 
his own, delivering his Sunday talks on replacing the present form of 
government. His solution was not the kingdom of God as was that of 
Judge Rutherford, however. In one talk he expounded fourteen points 
as the essentials of his "Corporate State," which were hut condensatiorlis 
of the twenty-five point Nazi program outlined by Dr. Frederic I. 
Schuman in "The Nazi Dictatorship. ,z 
The Watchtower Society brought out that it would not, however, 
"move a finger to get Mr. Coughlin off the air." They realized that 
liberty of speech over the air likewise meant the continuance of 
Coughlin's talks as well as Rutherford's. They were willing to give 
the same liberties to others that they asked for themselves. 3 
Finally, when the 73rd Congress convened in March, 1934, 
Congressman McFadden presented a bill, designated H. R. 7986, to 
amend the Radio Act of 1927. McFadden called attention to censor-
ship, direct and indirect, that was being exercised in radio broad-
casting at the time. He spoke of the self-censorship policy of the 
two major broadcasting systems for political and religious broadcasts; 
!Ibid.' p. 94. 
2Ibid. 
3
"Radio Petition Attacked,·~. cit., p. 363. 
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how the chairman of one political party censored the political broad-
casts and the religious programs were censored by the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in .An:terica. He felt that neither of the 
two censoring agents represented all the God-fearing people in 
.An:terica, so he asked for a consideration of and hearing for his bill, 
which he then read. 
The essence of' the bill was that radio broadcasters should 
show no discrimination towards any candidate for a political office, 
religious or educational or like organization because the views of 
this person or organization differ with the views of the broadcastep_; 
nor should any threats, coercion or misrepresentation be used to 
interfere with the broadcasts of such people. 1 
Hearings on the bill were conducted March 15-20, 1934 before 
the House of Representatives Committee on Merchant Marine, Radio, 
and Fisheries in Washington, D. C. Judge Rutherford was ill at the 
time and preparing to speak over a nation-widenetwork from the 
Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California, March 2.5, so he was 
unable to attend the hearing. He sent a statement supporting the 
bill, however. In it he stated the purpose of the Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society, the Peoples Pulpit Association, and the Inter-
national Bible Students Association; how the radio was being used to 
1u. S., Congress, House, Committee on Merchant Marine, 
Radio, and Fisheries, .An:tendment of Radio Act of 192.7, 73rd 
Congress, 2nd Sess., H,R, 79116, pp. 3543,~44.--
66. 
proclaim the truths set forth in the Bible; how he legitimately and 
scripturally criticised the designation of 1933 as a "Holy Year" 
saying in a radio speech that it was presumptous before the Lord, 
since no man had any power or authority to declare a year a holy 
year, which criticism brought about an effort to discontinue his 
speeches, not only with personal abuse but bringing a fear of loss 
of business or social support to radio station owners also; that 
Congress had a great responsibility before Almighty God to see 
that no hindrance was put in the way of a free proclamation of God's 
Word, The Bible. 1 
The hearing was summed up by the Anlerican Political 
Science Review as follows: 
The hearing was mostly taken up with testimony by 
Jehovah's witnesses, who claimed to have been shut off by the 
air, as indeed they had been, though, as Bellows of CBS put 
it, not through the exercise of censorship, but through the 
exercise of selection. While it was true that licenscees had 
no power to censor, he said, they did have the right to select 
and were under constant necessity2of doing so. Thus the broadcasters fit around the issue. 
McFadden made mention of a Communications Bill introduced 
into the Senate by Senator Dill known as S, 2910, and in the House by 
1 
"Judge Rutherford's Statement to Congress," The Golden 
~. XV, (April 11, 1934), pp. 425-429. 
2"Congress and the Control of Radio Broadcasting, I" 
Carl J. Friedrich and Evelyn Sternberg, Anlerican Political Science 
Review, XXXVII (October, 1943), pp. 816, 817. 
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Representative Rayburn, there known as H,R, 8301, which tended. to 
push the McFadden bill into the background. J:mportant as the 
legislation proposed by these bills may have been, McFadden felt 
it overlooked provisions in his bill which provided against interference 
and discrimination in use of radio. 1 
Although neither of the bills were passed~~· Congress 
did, in the final analysis, enact an important piece of legislation 
relating to radio broadcasting in the Communications Act of 1934. The 
Act created the Federal Communications Commission, giving it the 
power to regulate all telecommunications. 2 In October, 1934, Judge 
Rutherford appeared at a hearing before the Broadcasting Division of 
the F. C. C., which hearing was to be reported to the next session 
of Congress relative to the enactment of further laws as to broad-
casting programs of all kinds. Rutherford set forth information and 
evidence concerning the activities of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy 
in the interfering with the broadcasting by Jehovah's witnesses. 
Although scheduled to make a replay, the Hierarchy made no answer 
whatsoever to the facts submitted except to deny that one of its agents 
had mutilated the public record. Its opposition to the broadcasting 
the Kingdom message was not denied, and no attempt was made to 
explain the reason for its activities. In December of the same year, 
1u. S., Congress, ~· cit., p. 3543. 
2James M. Herring and Gerald C. Gross, Telecommunications,. 
Economics and Regulation (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1936), p. 376. 
68. 
····=--=· ===== ... 
Jehovah's witnesses circulated another petition addressed to the 
Congress of the United States, this time requesting the publication of 
the testimony taken by the Federal Communications Commission at 
the hearing above mentioned in order that the people might generally 
understand the situation. This petition was signed by 2, 284, 128 
American citizens. It was presented to the Congress in January, 
1935, but was ignored, and nothing was done about it. 1 
Just previous to this the American Broadcasting System 
received a letter from the manager of one of its affiliates, WEBR, 
Buffalo, New York. It read: 
You recently inquired whether we would take on Judge 
Rutherford as an ABS commercial. 
Yes. We have had several of his transcriptions. While 
;: they are full of hell and brimstone they do not seem to have 
caused any earthquakes around here. 
Rutherford, above all others, has accused radio of being 
muzzled insofar as religion is concerned. He should be allowed 
the freedom of the air just the same as Father Coughlin and 
others are exercising it at the present time. While you and I 
may not believe a word that he says, he evidently has millions 
of ardent followers who support him generously, because he 
always pays his bills promptly. 
Yours Truly, 
Roy L. Albertson 
General Manager. 2 
On June 3, 193.5, the Peoples Pulpit Association, acting 
for Jehovah's witnesses, filed a brief with the Broadcast Division 
of the F. C. C. in reference to the conference called by the CommissiClm 
11936 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (New York: Watch-
tower BiO!eand Tract Society, 1935), pp. 56, 51. 
XVI 
2 11Free Speech for All Broadcasters," The Golden~· 
(February 13, 1935), p. 305. --
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to hear recommendations of broadcast licensees. The points argued 
were: 
1. Radio is a gracious gift of Almig11:y God. 
2. The United States of America is a Christian nation. 
3. The Roman Catholic hierarchy is a man-made organization 
operated for selfish commercial purposes. 
4. Congress should take positive action guaranteeing to every-
body a fair and reasonable use of radio facilities.! 
During the week that the brief was filed before the Commission, 
Jehovah's witnesses were gathered together at a convention in 
Washington. The main lecture, "Government," delivered by Judge 
Rutherford, was heard by upward of 20, 000 people at Washington 
Auditorium and an estimated 100, 000 additional who heard the lecture 
rebroadcast by sound cars in different parts of the city. It was 
broadcast throughout the whole world, including Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and the isles of the sea on 137 stations, surpassing any effort 
made previously in the transmission of human speech to different 
parts of the earth. 2 
The Roman Catholic Hierarchy, meanwhile, continued its 
action to quell the Watchtower programs. In 1936 it served notice 
upon radio station WIP of Philadelphia that the station "must cease 
broadcasting Rutherford's lectures. 11 The station yielded and 128,413 
listeners signed a petition requesting the Rutherford lectures to be 
1
"Radio," The Golden~, XVI (June 19, 1935), p. 600. 
21936 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses, ~· cit., p. 55. 
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returned, but to no avail. On November 2, 1936, the Peoples Pulpit 
Association presented a final petition to the Federal Communications 
Commission. It requested a debate between an official of the Roman 
Catholic Church and Judge Rutherford, to be broadcast on a nation-
wide chain of radio stations. Although 2, 630, 000 citizens of Hawaii, 
the District of Columbia and each of the forty-eight states signed the 
petition, no action was taken on it. 1 
During the year of 1937, Rutherford addressed the nation 
and the world a number of times by a network of stations. Jn 
September, the president's address before the Columbus (Ohio) 
convention, to an audience of 25, 000 people, was broadcast throughout 
the United States, practically all of North America, England, 
Continental Europe, and Australia. The following day 135 radio 
stations in the United States broadcast his lecture. Later in the 
month, "Worshipping God" was broadcast over a nation-wide network 
of 125 radio stations. Jn this speech he reviewed the preceding ten 
years of broadcasting of the Watchtower programs. He brought out how 
upward of two million dollars was spent in payment for such programs, 
all of which had been contributed by Jehovah's witnesses; how threats 
and coercive methods had been used to cancel the programs, despite 
efforts to make it unlawful to use such methods. He then made an 
astounding announcement: 
On October 31 next we will cancel all contracts for 
broadcasting in which we are required to pay money. Thereafter 
1 "Public Notice of National Petition, " The Golden~ 
__ f' ===·-""·'""'===x=v=m==(N=ov=·e"=m=b=e=r~1=8=, =1=9~3=6=)·=P=· ~1=2=7=. =~ 
such broadcasting will cease, but any radio station that desires to 
broadcast the Watchtower progr3.llls of the message of God's 
Kingdom for the benefit of the people, we will gladly provide such 
progr3.llls without cost. We will cease the general broadcasting 
at that time, not because we haye no money. All the money and 
all the wealth of the earth belong to J'ehovah, and He can provide 
all that is necessary, and will do so according to His will. 
We are not being driven {rom the air, but are notifying 
the people in advance in order that they may be prepared to 
received the message of truth in another manner by which it will 
be brought to them. We are not ceasing broadcasting for fear of 
opposers, because the true followers of Christ J'esus fear neither 
man nor devil. The Christian fears God. We are not quitting 
because we cannot go on. We would continue to broadcast, if 
it seemed to be the Lord's will. 
We are quitting because the radio as we see it has 
accomplished God's purpose. His test has been applied and 
after a long and fair trail has caused the religionists and allies, 
including political and commercial strong men, owners and 
controllers of many radio stations, and others, to firmly take 
their stand against God and against His King and Kingdom. In 
the days of King .Ahab the religionists of Israel who ruled the 
nation were put to a similar test. They took their stand against 
God, and He destroyed them by the hand of Jehu His executioner, 
and that foreshadowed what Christ will do to religionists. 
{Z Kings 10:1-ZS)l 
So although the weekly broadcasts by Rutherford terminated 
with this announcement, in 1937, there were three chain broadcasts 
in 1938. Z Transcriptions of Rutherford's speeches were broadcast, 
however, not only over radio stations, but the congregations em-
played the use of sound cars and transcription machines to play the 
records to small gatherings. It was soon learned that these methods 
reached only a certain portion of the people, and so the lecture were 
recorded on phonograph records which were 4·1/Z minutes long. It 
!"Worshipping God," Consolation, XIX {October ZO, 1937), 
p. 14. 
Zl939 Yearbook, {New York: Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society, TIJS), p. 66. 
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was reported that 19,600 portable phonograph players were used in 1938 
by the "publishers," as they were called, to play these records in their 
house-to-house preaching. 1 
It had been previously brought to the attention of the Watchtower 
Society that the radio broadcasts broke down a great deal of prejudice 
towards the house-to-house work of Jehovah's witnesses. We have also 
:: 
1; seen how those who heard the broadcasts and requested further informa-
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tion were called on by representatives of congregations in the area from 1 
where the Letter wa.s written. The idea of calling back or making return , 
.. 
calls upon interested persons to assist them in studying the Bible began 
to be suggested in 1936, but no record of the return visits were kept 
apart from the number of Bible studies conducted in the homes of the 
people free of charge. An idea of the increase of this work may be 
gained from the following tab1e:2 
Year 
1938 
1945 
1954 
World-wide 
Return Calls 
480,092 
8,443,050 
25,337,026 
World-wide 
Bible Studies 
not reported 
104, 142 
293,341 
But then, in 1939, the National Association of Broadcasters, 
whose membership included the major networks, drafted a code of 
' 
i "Standards of good practice" to be followed by all its members. Under 
I 
I 
' 
I 
.! 
I 
I 
I 
!Ibid., pp. 66-69. 
2
"Educating for the Ministry, II in Qualified to Be Ministers 
(New York: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1955), p. 335. 
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.I the heading "Controversial Public Issues," it stated, "Time for 
·! 
i' 
!I 
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presentation of controversial issues shall not be sold, except for 
political broadcasts." Under "Religious Broadcasts" it said: 
The radio, which reaches men of all creeds and races 
simultaneously, may not be used to convey attacks upon another's 
race or religion. Rather, it should be the purpose of the 
religious broadcast to promote the spiritual harmony and under-
standing of mankind. 1 
Certainly issues of the Bible are controversial, and Rutherford was a 
controversial man, so this meant that the use of radio broadcasting by 
Jehovah's witnesses from 1939 onward was to be limited almost 
'I 
i! 
1 exclusively to their own station, WBBR. 
Thus carne to an end a great era in the early history of 
•
1 
Jehovah's witnesses. It was the end of an era of growing pains and the 
beginning of an era of education and expansion. By the use of a means 
of mass communication, i. e., radio broadcasting, this unusual 
:: 
i: 
organization with its fearlessly outspoken leader, J. F. Rutherford, made! 
·l 
·1 
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known its beliefs and purpose to the whole world. As the term 
"broadcast" implies, Rutherford, as if a sower, had spread the seed of 
his rneS'sage through the air. Now it was time to find out if the seed was 
taking root; if it were, it would need cultivation. This cultivation had to 
be done in "another manner," in a more personal way, giving those who 
heard the rneS'sage a chance to answer back, or ask questions, as the 
case might have been. Thus began a g<~'eat educational campaign, one 
.1 which was to increase at such a great pace that Jehovah's witnesses were 
i to become known as "the fastest growing religion in the world." 
ri 
:i 1"New Code for Broadcasting Industry," The New York Times, 
:1 July 12, 1939, p. 7, col. 1. 
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CHAPTER VI 
EDUCATION AND EXPANSION 
After a convention in St. Louis, Missouri, August 6-10, 1941, 
where J. F. Rutherford addressed his largest visible audience of 
115, 000, the 72-year-old president of the Watchtower Society increasingl!f 
I i failed in health. Finally on January 8, 1942, J. F. Rutherford died 
'! 
after having fi,lled the office of president of the Watchtower Society for 
twenty-five years and two days. On January 13, 1942, Nathan H. Knorr 
'I 1! was unanimously elected as the new president. He was born in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in 1905, of American-born parents, He 
graduated from Allentown, Pennsylvania, High School in June, 1923. 
At the age of sixteen he became associated with the Allentown congregatio~ 
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of Jehovah's witnesses, when he resigned membership in the Reformed 
Church. He became a full-time preacher at 18, at which time, in 1923, 
he was invited to become a member of the staff at the Brooklyn head-
quarters. 
When Knorr became president, he sensed a need for training 
all of the "publishers" in the organization to become well-educated 
ministers. So Knorr with his new staff of administrative associates 
set about to design a long-range program of ministerial education. 
The first stage of the program was revealed on Monday, February 
16, 1942, at which time an evening school was opened at the Brooklyn 
headquarters, offering an "Advanced Course in Theocratic Ministry." 
,:1 
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This school became such a success that the Watchtower 
Society inaugurated the second step of its new educational program, 
that of establishing a ministerial school of higher learning to train 
foreign missionaries and foreign ministerial representatives. The 
school was established on a seven-hundred-acre farm owned by the 
Watchtower Society in the beautiful "Finger Lakes" region of upper 
New York States, about 250 miles from the Brooklyn headquarters. 
A rigid curriculum was provided in a wide variety of subjects, 
particularly suited to prepare young ministers for the advanced field i 
of foreign missionary activity. In 1943 the first class of one hundred 
students graduated from the school and was ready to go to foreign lands 
for an indefinite stay as missionaries. 
It was planned that two groups of approximately one hundred 
students each be given the complete course each year, and by 1955 those 
enrolled had been drawn from forty-five countries and more than 1, 800 
students had been trained and sent out to one hundred lands. After 
. ~ 
' ten years the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead was finally officially 
recognized in January, 1953, by the United States Office of Education 
in Washington, D. C., as offering higher education comparable to 
professional colleges and educational institutions. An excellent up-to-
date library is maintained of nearly nine thousand volumes specializing 
in the fields of religion and Bible works. 
:l 
With the Bible School of Gilead becoming such a success, the 
time came to organize the individual congregations of Jehovah's 
<i witnesses to undertake a local educational program to train each and 
I' 
II 
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,i every one of the witnesses to become a more efficient minister. This 
' 
i 
i 
,I 
'I ,, 
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meant the setting up of a theocratic ministry school in every congregation,; 
!: 
The Watchtower Society prepared its own textbooks. The male members 
of the congregations, young and old, enrolled in the school for speech 
training. Those not enrolled attended the classes and participated 
in the oral and later written reviews to take advantage of the practical 
and helpful education to be used in their house -to-house preaching. 
During the twelve years of operating these congregational 
ministry schools scores of thousands of male speakers of excellent 
training have been prepared for the public Christian ministry. After 
1944 the ten-year preaching campaign by means of phonograph records 
·.i began to be replaced by personally presented sermons at the doors, 
I 
' 
I 
,I 
:I 
which the ministers were now well trained to deliver. After two years 
of education for the ministry a fairly large male staff of well-trained 
Bible speakers became available. For this reason the Watchtower 
Society decided to inaugurate a world-wide public-speaking campaign 
starting in January, 1945. Those who became qualified speakers from 
their training in the ministry school gave hour talks to which the 
public was invited during the regular house-to-house ministry work. 1 
Meanwhile, even during the war years which ended in 1945, 
'i WBBR was still broadcasting, never missing a day on the air. With 
i ,, 
'I 
' 
the expansion in 1945 of all the work of Jehovah's witnesses, there was 
!"Watchtower Bible and Tract Society", Qualified to Be Ministers,,; 
(New York: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1955), pp. "'332-334. , 
See also A. H. Macmillan, Faith on the March, (New Jersey: Prentice- ,: 
Hall, fuc., 1957), pp. 192-f'w.-aiid "Modern History of Jehovah's ; 
witnesses," The Watchtower, issues of November 1, 1955- April 1, 195~. 
ll-
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' ;j also an expansion in the facilities at WBBR. At that time an application 
;l ,, 
il 
II 
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:J 
:I 
was made for an increase in power from 1, 000 to 5, 000 watts. Per-
mission was finally granted early in 1947 under the stipulation that the 
increase would cause no harmful interference with other stations 
1 operating on the same frequency as WBBR. This required what is known 
as a "directional antenna" so that the signal would be controlled to 
radiate a minimum amount of energy toward the northwest and south-
'i 
,, west where other regional stations were operating on WBBR's wave-
! 
'I 
' 
' I 
length. The location of the directional system was such that the 
greatest field of energy was directed to the north and northeast, directly 
over the most densely populated area of New York City. This required 
that the old transmitting towers at Staten Island be replaced by three 
steel towers 411 feet above the ground and 185 feet apart. All trees 
in the area had to be cleared as well as stumps, boulders, and other 
underground material within 300 feet of each tower because of miles 
of copper wire that were to be laid in the ground. The work began 
11 June 9, 1947, and was all done by members of the Watchtower Society. 
'I 
I 
It was completed in 9 months, early in 1948. Because of the 
directional control, the 5, 000 watts power was multiplied to nearly 
30, 000 watts power in the northeasterly direction- -five and one -half 
times stronger than the old power. 
On Tuesday, May 25, 1948, WBBR went on the air with its 
regular musical program at 6:00 p. m. At 6:45 an interview with the 
manager of the station and president Knorr was broadcast with the 
:! old transmitter and antenna system. Then, at four seconds past 
'i 
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7:00 p. m., an audible click notified the listening audience that the 
switch was made to the new system, An engineer in New York City 
said that the new signal was twenty-one decibels stronger than the old, 
! as the announcer introduced a speech given by president Knorr, 1 
!; 
' Although it was twenty-four years later, the third president of 
,i 
' :I 
the Watchtower Society spoke thoughts very similar to those of 
J. F. Rutherford in his very first speech over WBBR. Knorr opened 
his speech in the following manner: 
In officially opening up WBBR with its new transmitter and 
increased power, I wish, first of all, to acknowledge and give 
thanks to the great Creator of radio. No, not to any set of men 
known as inventors and scientists who have merely experimented 
with and made practical applications of this invisible power called 
'radio'; but to the great Creator of all things, Jehovah God. He 
is the source of all the marvelous forces at work throughout the 
universe; he is the Framer of the wondrous laws of nature; he is 
the One that endowed man with the mental faculties to observe the 
operation of his laws, to investigate the mystifying hidden forces, 
and to invent machines and apparatuses to harness those forces, , 
Therefore all praise and credit are due to be given Him for the 
revelation and the development of the power of radio today, and to 
Him I take pleasure in publicly giving praise and credit at this 
momentous time. In harmony with this attitude, I am keenly 
interested in the best use of radio, which means its use in harmony 
with the will of the Creator and hence to his glory and praise and 
to the blessing of my fellow creatures. 2 
He then spoke of the expansion of the organization. He told 
'; of how in 1924, when WBBR first went on the air, only a few hundred 
1"WBBR Lifts Up Its Voice," The Watchtower, LXIX 
(July 1, 1948), pp. 205, 206, 
2~.' p. 206. 
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il people in New York were interested in the message that was broadcast, 
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Jn 1948, there were 19 congregations with a total of 2, 749 publishers. 
Jn the United States in 1924 there were 1, 064 active publishers, Jn 
1948 there were 76,639 in the United States and 233, 578 in the world. 1 
And in the New York area, WBBR was doing its part in adding 
to the growth of the organization by broadcasting the message of a new 
world brought about by the Kingdom of God, The programming staff 
of WBBR realized that because it was an educational station it must 
fulfill its purpose to pre sent educational programs. However, with such 1: 
a wide range of interest that the New York audience represented, WBBR 
programs had to cater to these many tastes, Its music was generally 
of the light concert variety. The Watchtower Concert organ, located 
in the largest of the three studios brought delightful music into the 
living rooms of many. Also a favorite musical presentation of the 
WBBR audience was the WBBR Watchtower Male Chorus, a group of 
20 voices that sang songs of praise to Jehovah. WBBR presented the 
news from the wires of International News Service on the program, 
"Watching the World." General public service presentations, such as 
"Through Feminine Eyes," "Farm and Food News" and "Safety Items" 
brought listeners information on homemaking, gardening, safety, etc. 
Here is a schedule of some of the feature programs: 
6:30 a. m, 
7:00 
8:00 
SUNDAY 
Thoughts for the Day 
Items from Here and There 
The Watchtower Organ 
!Ibid.' p. 206. 
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8:30 
9:00 
9:45 
10:00 
10:40 
4:00 p. m. 
4:30 
5:15 
6:00 
6:30 
6:10 a. m. 
6:30 
7:00 
7:30 
7:40 
5:10 p. m. 
6:00 
6:30 
7:00 
As We See It 
The Sunday Morning Forum 
WBBR Watchtower Male Chorus 
A Young Minister Speaks 
Things People Are Thinking About 
Fashions in Music 
"Around the World with Jehovah's Witnesses" 
Theocracy's Increase Report 
Dinner Concert 
The Bible Made Plain 
WEEKDAYS 
"Your Word is Truth" 
Thoughts for the Day 
At the Breakfast Table (Monday-Friday) 
Watching the World--News 
Your Bible Questions Answered 
TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
Know Your Bible 
Dinner Concert 
Know the Meaning 
Home Bible Study 
79. 
An attempt was always made to have variety in material and 
style of presentation to make the programs listenable and instructive. 
A scripture text for each day was read and discussed on "Thoughts for 
the Day. 11 'The Sunday Morning Forum" was a round-table discussion 
of topics of current interest by persons representing the scientific, 
Catholic and other viewpoints. Youthful ministers from all parts of 
the United States were invited to be guests on the program "A Young 
Minister Speaks." Each weekday morning listeners enjoyed hearing 
Bob and Mary, a young married couple, whose conversations "At the 
Breakfast Table" made theirs a favorite program with many. Seven 
o'clock in the evening meant "Home Bible Study Time," when listeners 
!; 
' 
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' ;: were invited to drop in on a family group as they discussed God's Word. 
The character portrayals made the study live as questions and arguments 
were raised and answered. 
Early in 1952 a poll was taken by Jehovah's witnesses within the 
contacted at random in a week's time, it was found that 14 percent had 
listened to the Watchtower programs. Carrying the percentage out to 
the 15-1/2 million potential listeners in the area served by WBBR, this 
meant that approximately 2, 170, 000 people were listening to the 
station. 
On January 25th, 1953, WBBR broadcast a special test program 
for the purpose of learning how far it could be heard. Congregations 
of Jehovah's witnesses in Eastern and central parts of the United States 
and Canada were informed in advance of the broadcast from 4:15 to 
6:00 a. m. (E. s, T, ), those hours being selected so that other stations 
would generally be off the air and would not interfere with WBBR's 
signal. Those hearing the broadcast were asked to notify WBBR. A 
total of 817 letters were received. The Watchtower station had been 
heard in 25 states in the United States and throughout large areas of 
Canada. 
The script from one WBBR program, "Things People Are 
Thinking About," was mimeographed and distributed to ministers 
# 
!. 
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throughout the United States and other countries. In 1953 the program 
was being presented on approximately 90 radio stations in various parts 
of the world. 1 
But essentially the purpose of WBBR was to supplement the work 
of Jehovah's witnesses in the New York City area. It proved to be 
very successful in fulfilling this purpose. In the huge apartment houses 
of metropolitan New York, the witnesses encounter many problems in 
their attempt to reach everyone possible with their message. Those 
unable to hear the message because of uninformed attendants, un-
sympathetic doorkeepers or grumpy householders still had a chance to 
hear through the radio. A tenant in the back room or a member in the 
family, neither of whom ever goes to the door, could still be reached 
by turning his radio receiver to 1330 kilocycles. From among the 
apartment houses of Manhattan WBBR received this note: 
The West Manhattan Unit of Jehovah's witnesses wishes 
to express appreciation to WBBR for the good work that is being 
done for the people of good will in our territory. The West 
Manhattan territory is such that much of it is inaccessible, but 
we are comforted in the knowledge that the powerful radio waves 
of WBBR can go beyond those doors and reach in where we cannot. 2 
That this had actually happened is shown by the following letter 
from a New York witness: 
1"This is the New World Station, WBBR, 11 Awake! , XXXIV 
'(July 8, 1953), pp. 10, 11. 
2"Radio Station WBBR Preaches the Word," The Watchtower, 
LXXI (August 15, 1950), pp. 269, 270. 
"-
B.Z. 
When we were in street work I handed a lady an invitation 
to the public Bible lecture. She smiled and thanked me. She 
said she had been listening to WBBR for about four months and 
found it very interesting and 'the gentleman on the radio told me 
someone would call and help me study the Bible. You know, two 
are better than one. Do you do that work? 1 I have had three 
studies with her in 'Let God Be True. •1 
A great many letters were received from those whose only contact with 
Jehovah's witnesses was through the radio. They were comforted by 
the message they heard and wanted to hear more about it. By writing 
to WBBR or meeting Jehovah's witnesses by chance, or in their house-
to-house work, a Bible study was started in their home, free of charge. 
Radio broadcasting has played an important role in the 
preaching work of Jehovah's witnesses, Back in 1924, when WBBR 
first went on the air, there was a great need for this station and other 
stations that the Watchtower Society purchased throughout the United 
States in later years. The reason why the radio was used was that the 
"good news of the kingdom" could be preached in large population 
centers. In those days back in the 1920's there were not very many 
house-to-house publishers in the large cities to reach the people with 
this important message, and radio was the coming thing. Millions of 
homes had receiving sets and could hear the message of Judge 
Rutherford and his organization. 
Conditions have changed, however, since 1924, especially in 
New York City. Back in 1924 there was only one congregation of 
!Ibid.' p. 270. 
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Jehovah's witnesses, with approximately ZOO publishers, and these 
witnesses were to preach their message to the millions of people 
living in Long Island, in Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx, Manhattan, Staten 
Island and parts of New Jersey. So it was thought in those days that 
millions of people, not only in New York, but throughout the world 
could be reached by radio. And when only WBBR was left, it was felt 
that there was still a great work to be done in New York. Even up to 
the year 1940 there were only 1, 548 publishers in the city, 1 so that 
meant that there were not enough congregation publishers or full-time 
ministers called "pioneers" to reach this heavily populated area. 
:: 
But in 1957 there were more than 7, 000 publishers and 322 pioneers 
working in the area. They could give real attention to the people 
through home Bible studies. The record shows that in 1940 there were 
home studies with phonograph recordings and a question-and-answer 
booklet being conducted on a limited scale, whereas in 1957 there were 
more than 5, 000 Bible studies being conducted weekly with bound books, 
booklets and magazines as study aids. 2 
Because of this intensified activity and the increased number of 
publishers that could personally present the message of the kingdom, 
the Watchtower Society felt that the large sum of money needed to operate 
the radio station would well be used in missionary and special pioneer 
1"WBBR Sold by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society," 
The Watchtower LXXVIII {May 15, 1957), p. 301. 
2Ibid. 
~--···-· 
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work in other lands as well as in America. So the Society decided to 
sell WBBR and did so April 15, 1957. 1 It was sold to H. Scott Killgore 
interests for $133, 000.2 The sale included 18 acres around the trans-
mitter. The studio equipment was moved from Brooklyn headquarters 
to the transmitting site. The new station started broadcasting commercia~ly 
May 1 under the call letters WPOW. The owners said the station would 
concentrate on serving Staten Island. 3 
On April 15, at 7:55 a. m., WBBR broadcast its final sign-off: 
And now the time has come for WBBR to end its broadcasting. 
With the conclusion of this morning's program we bring to an end -
over thirty-three years of broadcasting as The Watchtower Station. 
WBBR has operated under the direction of the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society of New York, Incorporated and our offices and studios 
were located at 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New York. Over 
the years we have brought to you programs, entirely non-commerica.(, 
and in the public interest, convenience and necessity. Our sole 
aim and desire has been to instill Bible truth in the hearts and minds 
of all our listeners. We are sure this has been done, in the case of 
many. If we have been successful in directing any to God's word 
for spiritual instruction, if we have brought to you information about 
the Kingdom of God that now rules, and if as a result you have 
taken a deeper interest into the Bible, then we will have accomplished 
our purpose. We now must bid you a pleasant farewell, sincerely 
hoping and urging you to continue studying the Bible, to meet with 
Jehovah's witnesses and study with them, to come into the New 
World Society and enjoy the blessing of Jehovah God. May Jehovah 
continue to bless your efforts to show yourself approved unto him, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. If you do, then the Most High 
will open up the heavens and pour out a blessing until there be no 
more room to contain. Keep in mind that 'the blessing of Jehovah 
1 Ibid. 
2
"WBBR Sold for $133, 000," Broadcasting-Telecasting, 
September 10, 1957, p. 92. 
3New York Times, March 23, 1957, p. 39, col. 4, 
" 
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makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it. 1 Just ahead of us in 
a New World of God's making. In it there will be perfect peace 
and happiness under the rule oi the Kingdom. May it be your 
happy lot to live then. If you desire that, then study the Bible, 
dedicate your life to Jehovah and he will bless you with ever-
lasting life, in his New World. 
Now, again, this is WBBR, the Watchtower Radio Station, 
in Brooklyn, New York, bidding all of you a very fond and warm,. 
GOOD BYE~ 1 
I Final Sign-off from WBBR files. 
CHAPTER VII 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
With the sale of WBBR, the Watchtower Society felt that 
radio broadcasting had served its purpose within the organization, 
that is, preaching "the good news of the kingdom." In early years 
that meant throughout most of Eastern United States. Then came the 
"chain broadcasts," using the network and short-wave facilities of the 
National Broadcasting Company to broadcast Rutherford's message 
throughout the whole world. Finally, the Watchtower Society 
negotiated with a group of stations to form the "Watchtower Network." 
Then the trouble began. Rutherford spoke out against men, organizationS':, 
ideas, traditions that had been held near and dear to the hearts of many. 
As a result, an effort was made to "drive Rutherford off the air," first 
in Canada, then in the United States, This action brought about a 
petition signed by 2, 416, 141 citizens of America protesting against 
il the interference of the Watchtower broadcasts. The petition moved 
il 
I' li Congressman McFadden to present a bill to Congress concerning radio 
'I li censorship and discrimination. No action was taken, however, despite 
,, 
another petition presented to Congress with 2, 630, 000 signatures. 
Finally, in September of 1927, Rutherford announced that the 
Watchtower Society was going to cancel all contracts for broadcasting 
which required a fee. Except for a few chain broadcasts in 1938 and 
1939, radio broadcasting by Jehovah's witnesses was done almost 
exclusively by WBBR, 
J' 
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With the election of Mr. Knorr as President of the Watchtower 
Society carne a period of education and expansion. He wanted all of 
Jehovah's witnesses to be well-educated ministers who could conduct 
·,, Bible studies in the homes of the people who wanted help. These 
I 
ministers learned to construct short sermons that could be given to 
people at their doors. The training courses offered information that 
could be used in answering the many questions that would arise in the 
course of their preaching work which became more organized and 
intensified day by day. Especially was this true in New York City. 
An increa.se in the number of publishers and full-time ministers 
meant that the people of New York could be reached personaUy and 
given aid in studying the Bible right in their own homes. So WBBR, 
the only remaining Watchtower station was finally sold in the spring of 
1957. 
Reviewing the main objectives of this paper, the reader will 
discern that some of the questions have been answered while others 
have suggested areas of further study. The over-all effect of 
Rutherford's broadcasting efforts might best be described as shocking. 
The shock of course angered some, but it spurred others to 
investigation. The latter was the result Rutherford was striving to 
accomplish on a world-wide scale. The success of his effort can be 
measured by the great nwnber of those who sympathized with his 
beliefs. 
Because of his outspoken denunciation of other religions, 
li 
.' 
especially the Catholic Church, there were many who became insulted 
ii 
--+-==-----, 
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and angry as a result of the broadcasts. This may have been due, 
indirectly, to the fact that the organization was a minority group, and 
Rutherford felt he must be outspoken in order to spread his message. 
The evidence indicates, however, that it was Rutherford's primary 
purpose to tell what he felt was the truth to the whole world. fu so 
doing, he felt it was necessary to expose what he believed were false 
teachings as a means to his end, not as an end in itself. This meant, 
of course, denouncing the beliefs and ideals of people to whom the 
airways belonged and who had as much right to use them as Rutherford. 
Rutherford never denied that this was true. He always encouraged 
the opposition to present its defense over the air. But instead he be-
came a target of coercion and "unlawful" discrimination. fu time most 
controversial issues were, in effect, prohibited from broadcasting. 
Some programs have broken through the barrier, most of them hiding, 
as it were, behind the cloak of "public service" or "educational" 
programming. 
il 
:; Why should controversial public issues not be aired 
li 
ii over the mass media? Is not one of the main purposes of mass d 
!i 
I, 
'I 
'I I !: 
communications to inform the mass audience? What if someone does 
not agree with the opinion being expressed? What is there to stop the 
listener from turning the dial? Surely there would be no problem in 
finding someone to present thecpposite view. When such issues can 
be freely discussed, without fear of selfish commerical interests, then 
broadcasting will be serving its greatest and most noble purpose: 
:; 
89. 
informing the mass audience of all sides of an issue so that the 
i 
I 
individual in that audience can decide for himself what to him is the 
it 
I truth. 
Of course, because of commercial and individual interests, 
there are those who would and have taken advantage of the freedom of 
speech. Just how far can these interests be served through the mass 
media? What has been done in the past? What does the future hold 
in store? These are vital questions which deserve further investigation 
and study. 
,, 
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